U.S. Department of Justice 





Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D.C. 20535 


November 25, 2009 
MR. ERIC M. CONWAY 
JET PROPULSION LABORATORY 
CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
4800 OAK GROVE DRIVE 
PASADENA, CA 91101 8099 


Subject: TSIEN HSUE-SHEN 
FOIPA No. 1126972- 000 
Dear Mr. Conway: 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 Section 552a 
t9(b)(1) G(b)(7)(A) &(d)(5) 
(3(b)(2) 2(b)(7)(B) G(j)(2) 
S(b)3) &(b)(7)(C) O(k)(1) 
National Security Act of 1947 and &(b)(7)(D) O(k)(2) 
CIA Act of 1949 O(b)(7)(E) O(k)(3) 
ee G(b)(7)(F) C(k)(4) 
O(b)(4) C(b)(8) C(k)(5) 
=(b)(5) G(b)(9) &(k)(6) 
"2(b)(B) O(k)(7) 


435 page(s) were reviewed and 400 page(s) are being released. 


‘1 Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information will be referred when processing is completed: 


& referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 


“ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 


‘* You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in writing to the 
Director, Office of Information Policy, U.S. Department of Justice,1425 New York Ave., NW, 

Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001. Your appeal must be received by OIP within sixty (60) days 
from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. The envelope and the letter should be clearly 
marked "Freedom of Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your 
request so that it may be easily identified. 


<= The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the Subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
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dia: 
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Jide, 


when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 


Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 


If you want the references, you must submit a Separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 


“: See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


“Pre, 


David M. Hardy 

Section Chief 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 

Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


Enclosed is an interim release of sections one and three of FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ) main file 
65-HQ-58574, a four section file identifiable with the subject of your request. In order to prevent additional delay we are 
releasing the sections that have now been processed. Sections two and four of this file will be forwarded to you upon 
completion. 


Information has been redacted that pertains to third parties, e.g. personal information on a family member 
or friend cannot be released to you without whose written consent is precluded by the Privacy Act. This information is 
exempt from disclosure pursuant to subsections (b)(6) and (b)(7)(C) of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note 
that since FBI records indicate Dr. Tsien Hsue-Shen now exceeds 100 years old and more than likely deceased, he has 
limited privacy rights. 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept seeret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order: 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency: 


speeilicuily exempted trom disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the one 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for ™ 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld: 

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential: 

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation . 
with the agency: some 
personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy: 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement . 
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person ne 
ofa nght to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal oe: 
privacy. ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or oo 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled |" 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security _ 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical sufety of any individual: 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for. 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 7 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 


oidda. 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce vse 
crime or apprehend criminals: os 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy. for example. information involving intelligence sources or methods: ; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss ofa right. benefit or _ 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity --.e 
would be held in confidence: _ 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant aoe 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056. _— 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records: —— 


investigatory Material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished os 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing oF examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing OF examination process: -taese 


miterial used to determine potential tor Promotion in the armed services. the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
FBI DOS 
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FOIPA 


DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Total Deleted Page(s) ~ 8 


Page 
Page 
Page 
Page 
Page 
Page 
Page 
Page 


75 

116 
145 
146 
149 
198 
248 
249 


~~ 


Referral/Direct 
Referral/Direct 
Referral/Direct 
Referral/Direct 
Referral/Direct 
Referral/Direct 
Referral/Direct 
Referral/Direct 


Serial Description ~ COVER SHEET 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
Xx Deleted Page(s) 
X No Duplication Fee 


for this Page 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXKXKLKXXXK XX 


x 
x 
x 
x 


Total Deleted Page(s) ~ 27 

Page 28 Referral/Direct 

Page 29 Referral/Direct 

Page 30 Referral/Direct 

Page 31 Referral/Direct 

Page 32 Referral/Direct 

Page 33 Referral/Direct 

Page 60 Referral/Direct 

Page 61 Referral/Direct 

Page 62 Referral/Direct 

Page 63 Referral/Direct 

Page 118 Referral/Direct 
Page 119 Referral/Direct 
Page 138 Referral/Direct 
Page 145 Referral/Direct 
Page 155 b6, b7C 

Page 156 b6, b7C 

Page 158 Referral/Direct 
Page 159 Referral/Direct 
Page 163 Referral/Direct 
Page 165 b6, b7C 

Page 166 b6, b7C 

Page 167 b6, b7C 

Page 168 b6, b7C 

Page 169 b6, b7C 

Page 170 b6, b7C 

Page 171 b6, b7C 

Page 172 b6, b7C 
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y THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES BS FILE NG5-3265 ner 


REPORT MADE BY 


FREDERICK M. CONNQE 2. 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 


WHICH MADE 
6/6/49 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


mre) ag ® 
HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, va. J. M. Decker ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FaCys: HSU%-SHEN TSIEN, a Professor of Aeronautical Engineer— 

ing, terminates eniployment at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts on June 30, 
1949, Subject presently resides at 9 Chauncy Street, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. No information received 

: reflecting Subject involved in subversive activities 

‘\.) 42 Boston area. TSIEV on 1/14/49 at Boston, Massachv— 
setts, completed application for Certificate of Arrival 
and Preliminary Form of Declaration of Intention to 
become J. S. citizen. Subject cleared by U. S. Navy at | 


Boston for work on classified projects. 
‘ ah a 
N - P+ —— ne 
4 Los Angeles letter to Boston dated 2/15/49. oe 
J) Report of SA HOLLIS W. BOWERS at Washi ton. DG. Fie e 
\ 5/24/49.) | ACE FORMATION CONTAINED 
. eae h-) era eg} 
5 PERSOWaL HI stony HEALIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
ATEds lay BY Lic 
tamerican Men of Science" for the year 1944 reflects - 
HSUE-SHEN TSIEN was torr at Shanghei, China September 
1, 1910. He received a B.S. degree at Chiao-Tung 
University in 1984, an M.S. at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, Cambridge, MassacWsetts in 1936 and a 
Ph.D. degree at Oalifornia Institute of Technology in 
1939. He was a Research Fellow at California Institute 
of Technology from 1939 to 1943 ana Associate Professor 
from 1945 to the date of padlication. His field was 
7y _ Typted.as Hydrodynamics, - RECORDED - 7 
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BS 65-3265 re 
RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT 
tt pear atneen ig 


Confidential Informant T-1 provided the following information con- 
cerning the Subject, HSUE-SHEN TSTmy is a Professor in Aeronautical 
Engineering, Room 408, Building 33, Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Hig residence address is 9 Chauncy 
Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


He is also engaged on an Air Force Contract which is also non-classified 
W33-038 aC 17239. ‘these Contracts are set up between Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and the respective Government agencies, Navy 
and Air Force, 

4 
Subject filed a questionnaire on October 14, 1946 in connection witk 
Bureau of Ordnance work at M.I.T., consisting of an Alien Questionnaire. 
This questionnaire reflected that Dr. HSUS-SHEW TSIEN "has at the 
present time clearance for material up to the highest classification 
in the U, S. Army Air Forces, This clearance hes been granted hin in 
connection with his mnenbership on the Scientific Advisery Board of 
the Headquarters, Arny dir Forces, During the period 1941 to 1946, 
he was Staff Engineer at the Jet Propulsion Leboratory, California 
Institute of. Technology, and had Navy clearance all that time." 


This statement -was signed by H. GUYFORD ‘STEVER, Executive Officer, 
MIP. Guided Missiles Progran, : 


The Subject wag Siven a temporary clearance fron Bureau of Ordnance, 
United States Navy, on November 22, 1946. . 

@ 
On April 8, 1947 a comnunication was forwarded to M.I.T. reflecting 
Subject had been investigated, and no infornation reflecting adversely 
upon his loyalty, intégrity or discretion was revealed which would 
preclude his working on Navy classified projects. This statenent wag 
signed by W. B, KRAFT, Captain, and by EB. .C. HAWK, Supervising In- 
spector of Navy Materiel, Boston, U. S, Navy. According to T~1, this 
geve the Subject clearance through "Secret" by the U. S, Navy. 


t-1 further ascertained that the Subject terninates enploynent at 
4.1.7. as of June 30, 1949. Informant stated that presently final 
exaninations for the year are being given at the Institute and, 
presunably, any tine after that the Subject will be free to leave 
for his new position at California Institute of Technology. 
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NATURALIZATION - 
——— 


Mr. FRED ELM, Innigrntion and Natural ization Service, 73 Trenont 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts, furnished Subject's file, reflecting 
that he filed an Application for Certificate: of Arrival and Pre- 
lininary Porn Declaration of Intention to Becone a United States 
Citizen on J anunry 14, 1949. This forn indicates that HSUE-SHEN 


United States fron Rouses Point, New York april 21, 1947 by train 
fron Montreal, Canada. He left San Francisco on July 1, 1947 by 


Subject was born in Shanghai, China Septenber 2, 1909, the gon of 
CHUN FOOT-T STEN » father, and LaN DRaU CHANG, mother. His destina- 
tion was indicated as MILT. , Canbridge, Massachusetts. His AER 
Nunber was listed as 4656868. : 


A menorandun for the Nationality Section in Subject's file dated 
February 24, 1949 reflected the following history of Subject, 


9/2/35 Aanittea at Seattle, Washington as 4 student, File 
7028-503. 


4/29/45 Departed Washington, D.C. 

6/20/45 adnittea Washington, D.C., arny Air Transport File 055-9176, 
10/2/46 Pre~exanination, Bieten 0200~3831. 

4/21/47 sanittea, Hontreal, permanent resident. 


Subject's description is ag follows: 


Sex: Male 
Eyes: Black 
Hair: Brown 
Height:. 5t phat 
Weight: 130 lbs. 
Race: Yellow 
Wife: YIN TSIANG, born 8/17/21, Peiping, 

China 

- Child: YUSON TSIEN, born at Boston 10/13/48, 
Date of Birth September 2, 1909 
Place of Birth Shanghai, China 
1 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


No information has been received 
at Boston reflecti 


Subject, and no r ect was contained in the in- 
dices of the Boston Office, ; 
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LEADS 
THE BOSTON OFFICE 





At Boston, Massachusetts: 


‘ b2 
Will maintain contact with [___fto ascertain date of _ bID 
Subject's departure from MI. 7. 


Will place a stop at the’ appropriate Post Office in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts to obtain Subject's forwarding address. 


Will check the records of O.N.I. at Boston. 
SHG LOS ANGELES OFFICH 


Will advise Boston if further investigation is desired, other 
than set forth above in Boston leads, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

bs Far dadomanaing ar’ “LOS ‘ANGELES , ’ me * . + BS FILE. ‘NO, S525 
REPORT MADE At ° eT es * DATE WHEN MADE . PERIOD FOR. ‘Ripon MADE BY | . 
BOSTON, MASS. =. | 6/20/lI9 «| 6/1, 17/9" (ea ‘FREDERICK Me CONNORS, 
TITLE - 4 6 eie.. Vee 7 ee es "<< ts . CHARACTER OF CASE : ay ae - 
pe FAY? » ane ran! \ . ba als . A) 
sue Sam TSIEN, wae Je i hecer ant = |: .. ESPIONAGE -R . : 
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‘| svNobae be FAGTS: ‘Subject lett Cambridge Lem West Coast,” dune 10, ‘I9hgs. a 


= ¢ 13a — contained WHE UNOS 
: a go . HEREMS " 
| of REFERENCES’ _Report of Special: Agent FREDERIOR Ma CONNORS as poston dated.” 









- June™ 65 199.0". ‘ 
Boston teletype to Toa. Angéles dated Jv jt 1949 ee 


“DETATIS:-: > Bae ee that,'Subject had left Massachusetts’ 
(2. 0+: (ox. Institute of Technology, Cambridgé 9 Massachusetts on’ June ° ~ 
“2a _ 1s 199 and was enroute to the. West, Coast by’ automobile « 
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i ee Confidential Informant: ti furnished the forwarding address 
ar = of the Subject as-360 Hast Loma Court, Altadena, i 
This forwarding address was effective due 105" 199. 










Wp “Bie ‘pevlietes of Motor Vehicles: at Boston, Massactmaette : 
es e reflected that Subject.is the owner of a 1949 Buick four - 
_ door sedan, tessachnsetta registration #613 195. oe 








fs ¥. Aart. : 
“y f - The foregoing information was made available to the Los 
‘Sc og Angeles office by Boston teletype dated June, ih, 199. 


¥ YP eae Recoral™, of. Confideritian Informant 12 ecxitatn no Farouieion : ae 
r y . indicatirig EAPIeoe has ever been engaged in _ subversive acti f i 
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. Confidential Informant {T~2 is records of. the Office of Naval 2 
. Intelligence, Boston, Massachusetts as. made: available by REGINALD - 
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j FEDERAL BUREAU OF ATION Sort 
| mh 
‘abe OR ieniares : 4S s a ad | fis! 
a “LOS ANGEIES EXCER} sil FILE’ No, 65-4857 
ze . REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN Mabe © # AEE! L* ERORT MADE BY 
, |° 10S ANGELES 8-29-49 ses, aa “SURTHUR Ca HITTENBURG CNC 
4 : ne ; 
i : CVG E CHARACTER OF CASE : 
” é ‘ol, = wee as : 
! DR sq Beer, Wae as 2-4 -| ESPIONAGE -R 
John M{\Decker ‘ CLASSIF =D BYS Sc C Ke oe RY : 


Subject is scinenese scientist at California Institute 

of Technology who during the war was pioneer’ in develop~ 

- ment of. rocket missiles and served on National Advisory; 

Committees for Aeronautics. Has just returned to Cal Tech 

to head Goddard Foundation for advanced research in field 

of jet propulsion and will be consultant for Cal Tech 

Jet. Propulsion: Lapératory. Informant alleges that subject » 
as exhibi ed pro-Comininiist sympathies in that he associated 

; 77 th SID WEINBAUM, a lmown member of the C.Ps in. 1937-39, 
R, ry ‘ who was recently terminated. at the jet laborabory because 
Maye \ Army denied clearance for classified work... Reliable informant 

Vy Q’ Wetates that subject was member of Prof, Unit Ng. 122 of 

i the C.P. at Pasadena in 1939 using Party: alias! of ‘JOHN M. 

‘ DECKER, and was issued 1939 Card No. 1004. phe admitted -~ 
member. of same section remembers him ‘in attsndance at 
L" meeting and one doss not. Investigation shows subject to 

Wis, be close friend of WEINBAUM, No recent GIP. ieee on p 

‘*\. Sa or subject has been noted. - 3 
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REFERENGE gi. * ‘Bubeau:File 6558514: 
5 ° - ‘Bureau letter” antes 7-27-49 
DETAILS ¢ 2 : Investigation iath regard to, the above. ‘captioned subject 
fk be ‘Was prédicated. upon the follorifig ae, bel which was 
: 1, ‘believed to be 


a reliable informant. This source’ ad: ‘ised that during the 
time of his employment at the Jeb Propt sion Laboratory 


APPROVES AND ° he fe) nia Institute of Technolopy,. Pasadena, California, 
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LTR 
certain facts had come to his attention which had caused him to believe there 
was a certain "group! that either had been, or were presently, employed at the 
Lab about whom the informant had reservations as to loyalty. 


; In supplying information with regard to this group the informant 
stated that his information was actually of a’ non-specific nature and that for 
the most part it was based on his observation » chance remarks that he had heard 
by other individuals at the Lab., etc., which had caused him to arrive at the 
conclusion that the complement of this so-called group was pro«Communist in its 
beliefs, According to this informant » one of the principal members of this 
group about whom he had considerable reservation was Dr. SIDNEY WEINBAUM, and 
the subject of this case was known to the-informant as having been a close 
associate of WEINBAUM. 


The following background information is a composite of 
information supplied by Informant TL, Dr. ERNEST C. WATSON, Dean of the Faculty, 
California Institute of Technology, and Dr. LOUIS G. DUNN, Director of the 
Jet Propulsion Lab, California Institute of Technology. : 


| The subject of this case about the year 1938~39 9 together with 
Several other graduate students at the California Institute of Technology, 
became extremely interested in the field of jet propulsion and rocket missiles. 
As a result of this original interest, this group more or less on its ow 
volition pioneered in the development in this field which later developed into 


_ What is now the Jet Propulsion Lab of the California Institute. of Technology. 


During the war this establishment did most of the basic research on rockets 
and jet propelled missiles which were used during the past war. 


: ’ This group which pioneered in the rese rcehgof the’ field of J 
rockets, etc., was actually sponsored by Dr. THEODORE yale, who was then 
director of the Guggenheim Aeronautical Lab on the Cal Tech Campus, VON KARMAN 
is regarded as one of the world!ts outstanding aerodynamicists and since before 
the war has headed the National Advisory Committee for Aeronaut-.cs, Possibly | 
by reason of this original close association and together with the fact that 
the subject of this. case is regarded as an outstanding aerodynamicist in his 
own right, subject has for a number of years served on the so-called WKARMAN! 
Committees. Service on this committee » according to the informants, has made 
him conversant with all the immediate and‘ long range research in the field of 
aeronautics and with particular reference to that of guided missiles,' 


Approximately two years ago TSIEN left California Institute of 
Technology and went to Massachusetts Institute of Technology where he served 
as a professor of Aerodynamics. In the early part of this year he was named 
to head a Goddard Fellowship in advance research in the field. of jet propulsion 


“2 











a a 


LA. 65-4857 


“Questionnaire on which was noted "not sent in, in which was noted the 


_ ROBERT 5 Neate (President Emeritus of Cal Tach);‘Dr. WILLIAM -R.ASEARS, ~~ ~ 





isa, 
which was to be set up in the Guggenheim Aeronautical Lab on the Gal Tech 
campus. ISIEN'S activities in this latter connection were to commence on 
July lst ofthis year and several days prior thereto he arrived in Pasadena 
where he took up residence with his wife and small child at 360 East Buena « 
Loma Court in Altadena, ~where tha resides with a family know as Mr. and Mrs. 
EDWARDRGILBERT. . wwew - : me . 


The files of Dr. ERNEST C. WATSON, Dean of the Faculty, 
California Institute of Technology, Pasadena » Califomia, were reviewed by 
the reporting agent and reflected the following background information 
regarding TSIEN. One form, dated December 16, 1940, reflected the following 
informations 















The subject was born on September 1, 1909 in China and arrived 
in the United States on September 2, 1935 on the SS "President Jackson!! at 
Seattle, Washington. . 


His education was listed as’ high school attached to the’ 
National Normal University, Peiping, Chine, from 1924 to 1930; college, 
Chia~Tung University, Shanghai, China, 1930 to 1935. 


: Subject's father was listed as C, C.: TSIEN, Hangchow, China; 
mother, Le CHANG-ISIEN, Canton, China (deceased). ‘This file also indicated 
that subject had been fingerprinted on December 12 » 1941, and presumably a . 
copy has been forverdéd to the Identification Division, however, no identify~ 
ing number was noted, ; 


Also contained in this file was- an undated Personal Security 
following information not previously set outs 


Current address, 360 East, Buena Loma Court, Altadena: previous , 
281 South Chester Avenue, Pasadena. Nativity was given as Shanghai, China on 
September 3, 1909 (note a slight discrepancy. from that previously set forth). 
This form indicated that both the subject's father and mother tere deceased, 
Under the caption of organizations the subject listed Sigma Xi,- from 1937 
to present, and Institute of Aeronautical Sciences » 1937 to present. 


I 
References at.the time this PSQ was compiled were given as‘Dr. ,' 


and Dr. OLARK ‘By (MILLIKAN, son of ROBERT A. MILLIKAN, and pre sently Acting 
Director of the ‘Guggenhoim Aeronautical Lab. Contained also in this file was 
a letter of clearance dated December 1, 1942 from the- Office of the Provost 
Marshal General of the War Department » Which was signed M. S. BATTIE, Colonel, 
C.M.P., which indicated that TSIEN was cleared for access to ail classified 
information. - 

~3— 








: Contained also in the subjectts file was a form compiled by 
him dated May 2, 1949 which sets forth more current information on the: 
subject. In this instance subject's nativity was shown as September 2} 1909 
“at Shanghai, China (note again a slight discrepancy); citizenship was given - 
as that of the Republic of China; current address, 360 East Buena Loma Court, 
Altadena; telephone SYcamore 7—5331. The form further indicated subject 

was married and that he had one child named YUCON } born October 13, 1948. 


With regard to education, the following was listed: RBS in 
Railway Mechanical Engineéring, Chiao~Tung University, Shanghai, China, 
19343; MS in Aeronautical Engineering, MIT, 1936: Ph.D in Aeronautics and 
Mathematics, Cal Tech, 1939. 


Under professional information, the following was listed: 
Research Fellow in Aeronautics, Cal. Tech, 1938 to 1943; Assistant Professor 
of Aeronautics, 1943 to 19453; Associate Professor of Aeronautics » 1945 to 
1946; Chief of Research Analysis Section of Jet Propulsion Lab, and Staff 
Engineer of same, 1945 to 19463 Associate Professor of Aeronautical Engineer— 
ing at MIT, 1946 to 1947; Professor of Aerodynamics, 1947 to 1949, MIT; J 
ROBERT H, GODDARD, Professor of Jet Propulsion, Cal Tech, 1949. 


. 7 Under travel the subject listed the following countries? 
Germany, France, Switzerland, England and China. Under other language 
spoken he listed Chinese. 


Under professional societies, the subject listed the following: 
American Association for Advancement of Science 3 American Physical Society; 
Institute of Aeronautical Sciences, and American Mathematical Society. \ 





ono 

: ' Dx. FREDERICK LINDVALL, Chairman’ of the Mechanical Engineering 
Department, California Institute of Technology, advised that at the time the 
Institute received a grant from the ROBERT H, GODDARD Foundation, .it was not 
contemplated that the work engaged in by the subject would be of a classified 
nature. He explained that actually the funds made’ available by the foundation «= / 
would permit the hiring of a director, the subject, and one full time assistant,° ~ 
.who has been designated as FRANK EN LE. According to Dr. LINDVALL, the 
fellowship was to be concerned with advanced research in the field of jet 
propulsion, and in connection therewith the subject and MARBLE, in addition 
to doing research, would teach students currently enrolled in Aeronautics. at 
the California Institute of Technology. ‘Dr. LINDYALL advised that it was 
not originally contemplated that the research, teaching, etc. on the part 
of the subject would in any way be classified and hence no consideration 
was to be given to the clearance of the subject. He advised however that 
as 4 practical matter it became evident that the subject would have accesd, 
to classified information and that in order to remain current on the advancud 


Dparacaeenisiee stoners 
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research in the field of jet propulsion it would be necessary for him to have 
access to, and to read, classified documents which emanated from various 
research institutes and private concerns throughout the United States » who 
ware doing classified work in this field for the Army or Navy. 


Additionally he noted that it would be necessary, in all 
probability, for TSIEN to. have current use of the library maintained at the 
GUGGENHEIM Institute on the campus, which contained much highly classified 
information of the present current research being conducted in all fields of 
aeronautics, 


Dr. LINDVALL also advised that sinoe TSIEN'S return to the 
campus it was decided that he should be retained as a consultant on the 
board of the Jet Propulsion Lab of Cal Tech, which is presently engaged jin 
various types of research in tha field of jet propulsion. In this instance 
again it would be necessary for him to be cleared so on this basis the source 
advised that he has through the Personnel Department of Cal Tech originated a 
request for clearance for the subject. 


JAMES EWART, Personnel Director, California Institute of 


Technology, advised that on the basis of the request made by Dr. FREDERICK ¥ 


LINDVALL, he had initiated the submission of a personal security questionnaire 
on TSIEN in order that he might be cleared for-access to secret information. 
He stated that in this regard TSIEN had been cleared on several occasions 
previously and that by reason of the fact of these clearances >» he had been 
given what he termed an interim clearance, and is immediately being allowed 
access to’classified information, although a new investigation has been 
initiated, the request having been conveyed to the Ordnance Department of the 
Army, Pasadena, California. : 


During the time’ the individuals listed in the foregoing, with 
the exception of Informant TL » were interviewed as to their knowledge of 
general information and: background with regard to the subject » all offered 
of their own volition the following facts with regard to the subject. Hach . 
Stated they had known him over a period of years and during this time had 
come to regard him very highly as an outstanding young scientist whose 
abilities are considered to be outstanding in the field of Aerodynamics. e 
Each explained during the time they had known the subject nothing had ever ~ 
come to their attention which would cause them to doubt his loyalty, nor had , 
he indicated to them that he was at all sympathetic to Communism 


: \ 
A review of the files of this office reflected that Informant 1% ~ 


T-2, a reliable informant, advised that the subject of this case late in 1938 ~“ 
had joined Professional Unit 122 of the Communist Party in Pasadena, California. 
At the time subject joined this group he was assigned Party name of JOHN M.~\ 


DECKER and 1939 book Nos 1004, | 
~5- span 
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Additionally, Informant 1-3, of unknown reliability, reported 
that it had come to his attention that there was a group of individuals who 
formed a Communist Party section on the Cal Téch Campus during the year 1939 
and, among others, noted in attendance at these group meetings was the subject, 
whom he identified as a Chinese student. 


A review of other material contained in the files of this 
office has disclosed that there is no other information regarding TSIEN and 
his possible association with, or adherence to Communism, other than that 
which has been notod in the foregoing paragraph. 







Tt will be recalled that the original‘allegation upon which 
investigation in this case was based gqt-out that TSIEN wes closely associated 
with and friendly to one Dr. SIDNEY JAWEINBAUM. For the purpose of identifica- 
tion in this report the following facts regarding this individual are set forth. 


WEINBAUM was reported by Informant T-2 ‘as being a member of 
Professional Unit 122 of the Communist. Party in Pasadena, California in the 
years 1937 through 1939, using the Party alias of SYDNEY EMPSON. Additionally, 
this source noted that WEINBAUM was the County Organizer for this unite _— 
Several members of the same section havo begn' interviewed, and in the course — 
thereof, after’ admitting their own membership, have stated that WEINBAUM was 
the leader of Professional Unit 122 and seemed very well versed on Communism | 
and appeared to be a-rebid adherent thereof, : ; 4 


Information has also been noted which indicated WEINBAUM has 
made several attempts to go to Russia and has always indicated a definite 
pro-Soviect attitude. 

: WEINBAUM, in connection with his. work at the Jet Propulsion 
Tab, from which he was recently terminated, did.considerable reading in the 
library of the Jet Propulsion Lab of material which\appeared to be unrelated 
to his current and past research. It was noted that\WEINBAUM and his wife, 


> 


_ANGELINE, are currently expressing pro-Soviet and pro-Communist sympathies. 


As of a recent date WEINBAUM was terminated from his employment at the Jet 
Propulsion Lab inasmuch as the Army authorities denied him further access to | 
classified information. i 
As has been stated in the foregoing, several individuals who «| 
are also members of Professional Unit 122 of the Communist Party havé.been i - 
interviewed by agents of this office. ae 


| GUSTAVYALBRECHT upon interview admitted that he vas a member =~ 
of the Communist Partysin Pasadena in the year 1939 and that he had been - 
solicited for membership by SIDNEY WEINBAUM, referred to hereinbeforee ee 












LA 65-4857 “i. 
During the course of questioning with regard to his knowledge of activities 
of the unit during the period of 1939, ALBRECHT stated that he was somewhat 
vague as bo the exact Commnist nature of the meetings in question. He stated 

thet he fully realized he was in fact a member of the Communist Party; that he 

had a card and that he had in fact paid dues to the organization. He stated, 

however, thet the organization of the group was somewhat loose and he could ; 
never .be positive that at any one time he was in attendance at what he could | 
clearly define as a Communist Party meeting, although almost without exception 
at the meetings of this group Communist subjects were discussed, and the 

general tenor of the meeting was such as to indicate adherence to the principles 
of Communism by those in attendance. 


With particular regard to the subject of this case ALBRECHT 
stated he remembered that TSIEN vas in attendance at these groups and that 
he doubtless was present during the time pro-Communist discussions took place. 
likewise he stated that he had observed TSIEN in attendance at enough meetings | 
so that it was clearly apparent to him, ALBRECHT, that TSIEN must have lmow 
of the rabid pro-Communist sympathies of WEINBAUM. 


ALBRECHT stated that he had actually discussed Communism with ° 
TSIEN and that he seemad to have what ALBRECHT characterized as the "typical 

aloof oriental attitude", In further amplification of this discussion ALBRECHT 
stated that while subjects were under discussion at these meetings, TSIEN would 
for the most part simply listen, and that he could never recali that he offered 
anything to the discussion wuless he was specifically asked a direct question. 
ALBRECHT stated that due to the passage ‘of time he could not recall spécifically 
whether these’ isolated utterances on the part of TSIEN were of a pro-Communist 
nature or not, but he felt his attendance at these group meetings would indicate 
that his attitude, at least at that time, was pro-Communist. 


Dr. SYLVANARUBIN was also interviewed by Agents of this office 
_ at which time he admitted membership in Professional Unit 122 of the Communist 
. Party, in substantiation of the information previously credited herein to 
Informant T-2. RUBIN, upon interview, admitted that he knew himself to be a 
Party card-carrying member of this professional unit and that there never was 
any question in his mind that he was in fact attending an actual meeting of a 
cell of the Communist Party. He stated he came to this particular “atthowty 
d | 


Zz 


because of the fact that during the course of these meetings almost without, 
exception, matters of the internal organization of the Communist Party wo 

be discussed. He further stated thet Dr. WEINBAUM was the leader of the efouip 
and that he seemed very well versed onthe principles of Communism, and seemed . 
to be & very rabid adherent thereto. In particular connection with this lgster 
individual, he advised that WEINBAUM on occasions would attend other Communist 
meetings in the Communist Party Headquarters in Los Angeles, and he would report 
back to the group as to what transpired. ..ere. RUBIN stated additionally that he 
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knew WEINBAUM held the office of County Organizer in the Professional Unit of 
which he was a member. 


With particular regard to the subject of this casé RUBIN stated 
thet he could not recall that TSIEN was ever in attendance at a moeting of 
this group. He stated he was very positive in’ this regard in that it vas 
several yaars later he met the subject when he, RUBIN, was employed at the 
Cooperative ‘ind Tunnel on the Cal Tech Campus. 


A review of the information supplied by ALBRECHT and RUBIN 
with regard to the complement of the Profassional Unit 122 of the Communist 
Party was compared with the information supplied by Informant T-2. It was 
found that in almost every instance individuals who were named by RUBIN and 
ALBRECHT as being members of the group were likewise identified as members by 
T-2, who supplied additional information as to Party aliases, card number, 
etc. However, it was noted in some instances that iridividuals known to 
ALBRECHT vould not be known to RUBIN and vice versa. Both were questioned 
as to the possibility that there might have existed parallel "study groups!! 
whose membership wes not know to members of the other group. Both stated 
they felt there was a possibility that such a thing existed although nothing 
had ever come to their attention which would cause them to believe that such 
was the case. 


During the past few months Informant IL, of known reliability, 
has been in a position to closely observe ‘the current activities of Dr. SIDNEY .” 
WEINBAUM and his family. This source has advised that several months before 
TSIEN returned to Pasadena, that irs. WEINBLUM had made- several attempts, 
through real estate brokers in the Pasadena area, to secure housing accomodations 
for TSIEN and his wife. 


. In the early part of June of this year, Dr. FRANK J Voarrna 
visited the WEINBAUM home. By way of identification, MALINA was also named 
by T~2 as being a member of this same professional unit’ of the Communist 
Party and using the Party alias of FRANK PARMA. MALINA,’ who during the war 
served as Director of the Jet Propulsion Bab at Cal Tech, is now connected 
with UNESCO in Paris, France. 


At the time MALINA visited the WEINBAUM home, Mrs. WEINBAUM 
advised him that her husband, SIDNEY, was still then employed at the Jet ; 
Propulsion Lab. This caused MALINA to inquire if everything was "all right", a 
According to the informant, Mrs. WEINBAUM then asked MALINA if he had heard ~ 
from TSIEN, explaining that she had written to him with regard to all the ~ 
"current aifficulty® they have been having with the FBI, and the possibility 
that WEINBAUM might shortly lose his employment ‘at the Lab because of 
clearance difficulties. 
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This same source advised that Mrs. WEINBAUM made several 
attempts through, Mrs. EOUARDSGULBERT the subject's present landlady, to 
ascartain when he would arrive In Pasadena. It has been noted that since 
his arrival the TSIENS have been’ entertained at dinner at the WEINBAUM 
residence and that WEINBAUM has likewise been entertained by the TSIENS. 





Informant T-5, of known reliability, in addition to corroborat— 
irgthe information supplied by T-4, also advised that he noted the automobile 
belonging to TSIEN parked in front of .the WEINBAUM residence on July 22, 1949. 
This same informant also noted that tho WEINBAUMS had recently purchased a 
potted plant which was given’ to the TSIENS as a "welcome to Pasadena" gift. | 


Informant T-5 advised that he had engaged in a discussion 
with Mrs. WEINRAUM at which time the latter was describing the subjectts 
wife, EVE. At this time Mrs, WEINRAUM stated it was her understanding 
that Mrs. TSIEN'S father was deceased, having been killed in the past war, 
According to Mrs, WEINBAUM, Mrs. TSIEN'S father had fought with the CHIANG 
KAI-SHEK forces in their battles against the Japanese, but that he was not 
sympathetic to the CHIANG regime but fought with it because of the Japanese 
TONACEG « 


Informant 1, of known reliability, advised it had come to 
his attention that TSIEN and ” SIDNEY. and ANGELINE WEINBAUM had corresponded 
over a period of years and that the tone of this correspondence indicated 
they were friends of long standing. <aAdditionally, this source noted that 
Mrs. WEINRAUM had been in correspondence with the subject of this case just 
prior to the time WEINBAUM was employed at the Jet Propulsion Lab. This 
correspondence indicated that TSIEN was instrumental in obtaining the 
position for WEINBAUM. 


At the time WEINBAUM was interviewed by Agents of this office 
he named, among others, the subject of this case as being a friend of long 
standing and stated also that it was as the result of an offer received from 
TSIEN, who was then Section Chief of the Jet Propulsion Lab, that he, WEINBAUM, 
received his position at that lab. 


Informant T-7, of knowm reliability advised that she had recently 
had occasion to spend several days with Mrs. s. SIDNEY WEINEAUM, and during the, 

time they were together Mrs. WEINBAUM spent almost ‘the entire time espousing 

the virtues of Soviet Russia and Communism and made a very definite attempt 
to indoctrinate informant along these lines, . 


~. 


At the time the aforementioned information was related to an . 
agent with regard to Mrs, WEINBAUM, the informant volunteered the information 
that she had been very apprehensive for fear the association of TSIEN and ~~ 
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WEINBAUM might have an adverse effect on Dr. TSIEN, of whom she is very fond. 
She explained that she has known TSIEN since his student days and during -this 
time she has come to regard him very highly. ' 


"7 advised that it came to her attention that during 1938 and 
1939 there was what she termed an element on the Cal Tech Campus which was 
definitely leftist in its beliefs, and that she had had occasion to visit 
meetings’ of this group, which usually took the avowed purpose of being 4 
nusicale,with TSIEN. She stated however that ‘these so~called musicales 
usually ‘ evolved into political discussions which were definitely pro~Communist 
in their content. She advised she had noted that the WEINBAUL) ware, 
members of the group and were very pro-Communist in their expressions, and she 
felt that it was undoubtedly the case that TSIEN had also known of their pro- 
Communist beliefs, She stated, however, that in her opinion TSIEN had never 
likewise subscribed to these beliefs, but the basis of their friendship over 
a number of years had been occasioned by the fact that he, TSIEN, was very 
_ fond of SIDNEY WEINBAUM but disliked his wife, ANGELINE, intensely. 
: T} stated it had been her impression over the period of years 
she has known Mrs. WEINBAUM that the latter liked to "brag" about her friend—- 
ship with TSIEN and that actually the relationship was not as close as Mrs. 
IEINBAUM would like to have others believe. She stated however that she 
felt TSIEN was genuinely fond of SIDNEY WEINBAUM and that for this reason 
he has continued his association with the family. 


This informant characterized TSIEN’ as being an intensely loyal 
individual from the standpoint of old friendships, and stated he had associated 
with, and probably would continue to associate with WEINBAUM, purely on the 
pasis of this old friendship, and that political ideologies had no part in 
this relationship. 


Informant offered the following information in substantiation 
for her belief that TSIEN did not adhere to the principles of Communism. 
She stated she had heard him on occasion take a very derogatory attitude 
toward the members of this so-called loftist.group referred to hereinbefore » 
Ha had stated on one occasion that he did not wish to be with this group any 
more because “if you go to bed with a dog you can expect to wake up with fleas". 
_On another occasion TSIEN had stated to her that he actually pitied BELLE _ 
N\DUBNOFF, the wife of Professor JACOB ‘DUBNOFF, Cal Tech. She stated she 
“gained the inference from TSIEN'S remarks that he pitied her because she 
was "politically deluded". : 
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By way of identification, Informant T-2 has advised that the 
DUBNOFFS were members of Professional Unit 122 of the Communist Party in the 
/\ years 1937 through 1939, and in fact had recruited SIDNEY MEINBAUM into the 
; Party. ‘SELLE DUBNOFF has been very actively_identified with the Russian 
War Reli&f, the American-Russian Institute, ana is noted to have often been 
(U) - in contact with Soviet officials during the time the Soviet Consulate was in 
existence in Los Angeles. / v0 7"! \ ; 


%. Informatt TH7. - advised also that there was a Professor 
anonet) Fes and his wife, EDITH, who dre known to her as being very pro- 
—  Gozimnist in their beliefs. Informant stated ,that the FEJERS were very hurt 
, that TSIEN did not contact them prior to his departure to MIT several years 
ago, but informant advised she had formed the distinct impression that TSIEN 
had terminated previous social relationship with the FEJERS because of his 
lack of sympathy to their expressed Communist sympathies. - ; 


Miss ESTHER GILBERT, Secretary to Dr. FREDERICK LINDVALL, 
California Institute of Technology, was being interviewed on another matter 
when’ she volunteered the following information with respect to TSIEN. 


Miss GILBERT advised it had been known to her for a number of _ 
years that’SIDNEY “JEINBAUM and his wife ANGELINE wére very pro-Communist in 
their beliefs and that she had known also that TSIEN had been closely 
associate d with them over a number of years. This had caused her to be 
apprehensive for fear this association might reflect. adversely on the subject. 


Miss GILBERT. explained that she has -know TSIEN personally over a 
number of years and that during a considerable portion of the time he was 
\ previously at Cal Tech he had lived with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. EDWARD L. 
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“AGILBERT, at 360 Buena Loma Court, Altadena. She advised also that in hex 
Opinion the relationship between TSIEN and the, WIENBAUMS was actually more 
apparent because of very aggressive tactics on the part of Mrs. WEINBAUM. 

: She explained this further by saying that Mrs. WEINBAUM is-an exceptionally 

demanding woman and that she often made an attempt to monopolize the subject's 

time. She stated that she felt TSIEN actually was not at all sympathetic to 
the expressed political viewpoint of the WEINBAUMS but that he_continued his 

. association with them purely on the basis of loyalty as an old friend. 


¢ 


Mise GILBERT stated further that she has lmovm TSIEN well over 
a number of years but that she has never had any occasion to discuss matters eA 
with him that would give her an insight into his political or nationalistic 
thinking. She stated he is normally very reserved and soft-spoken and that 
she has never talked to anyone on the campus who has related to hor the fa 
“ they had engaged in any such discussion with TSIEN. 


x 
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The following additional individuals were interviewed in 
connection with this investigation and each advised that nothing had over 
come to his attention to cause him to believe the subject of this case had 
any pro-Conmmnist and/or pro-Soviet sympathies. “These individuals likewise’ 
stated that their relationships with the subject, although reasonably close, 
were such that politics were never discussed by them and hence they had never 


received an insight ons way or another into the subject's possible sympathies 
or beliefs, based on such discussion. 


Dr. POL DUWEZ,Section Chief, Material Section, Jet 


Propulsion Lab, Gal Tech b6 
Jet Propulsion Lab (former b7C 
Cal Tech 
Dr. ARISTOTLE MICHAEL, Mathematics Professor at Cal. 


Tech a 
TRL NEWLAN, Section Chief, Reports Group, Jet Propulsion 
Lab, Cal Tech | : ° : 
WALTER MURPHY, Persomel Director, Jet Propulsion Lab, 
Cal Tech ° : ; 
FRANCIS O'DELL, Research Engineer, Jet Propulsion Lab, 
Cal Tech 


-PENDING-~ 
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At the time Informant T~1 supplied information which is set’ 
forth elsewhere in this report as the basis for investigation in this case, he 
advised the following facts. Z 





hecording to T-l, during the, yar tiers was’ employed at the 
Jet Propulsion Iab a Chinese by the riame of{WEIYZRIVCHIEN, who was believed 
to be distantly related to the subject of this ‘case$ Informant wont on to 
state that these two individuals were quite friendly during tha time they-were . 
both employed at the Lab, and their relationship was social as wolle 


According to this source, CHIEN returned to China shortly after 
the termination of the war and it was the informant's understanding that he had 
done so in order to fight with the Northern Chinese forces, ‘Informant further 
advised that he had learned CHIEN had a reserve commission in the Northern 
Communist Armies and that hoe was returning to China to actively fight the 
CHIANG KAI-SHEK regime. Informant stated further that it was quite generally known 
around the Lab that CHIEN was a Chinese Commmist ani that he had returned to 
China for the reasons stated. 


Dr. LOUIS G. DUNN advised that CHIEN had been omployed at the 
Lab for several years during the war and that he had left in June of 1946 to 
return to China.’ DUNN stated that at the time CHIEN left to go to China he ~ 
explained to him that it was necessary for him to return inasmuch as his’ wifes, 
who had remained in China, had given him an ultimatum to "come home or else". 
DUNN stated’ that CHIEN, it was his understanding, had originally left China 
in about 1940 to go to the University of Toronto to study, and it -was not 
intended that he should be gone as long as he was, but because of the war 
his stay in the States had become protracted. DUNN advised he was conversant 
with the fact that TSIEN and CHIEN were good friends bub it had never come to 
his attention that there was any suspicion that CHIEN might have been a "Chinese 
Communist" or that he had a commission in the Northern Chinese forces. DUNN 
stated that the subject had gone to China several years ago to visit his 
people and during this time he married his present wife. He stated that while 
subject was in China he learned that CHIEN was in very severe financial straits 
and was then working as a professor in Chiao Tung University. iccording to 
DUNN, upon TSIEN'S return to MIT he wrote a letter to Dr. FREDERICK LINDVALL 
on the main Cal Tech Campus, advising him of CHIEN'S straitensa financial ; a6 
circumstances and‘of his desire to return to the United States for employment °° | 
at the Jet Propulsion Lab. DUNN advised when he was contacted by LINDVALL | 
in this regard he was agreeable to hiring CHIEN for further work at the Lab, in 
that he was an outstanding scientist, and that his previous work was still + 
widely quoted and read, 2 43, a 
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DUNN stated he initiated correspondence with CHIEN and that he 
distinctly remembered that at the time CHIEN wes apparently not in Communist 
occupied China because of the fact that CHIEN had obtained the notarization 
of an affidavit by the American Consul in what DUNN believed was the city of 
Peiping. DUNN stated that these negotiations failed to materialize because 
the army authorities had denied clearance for CHIEN'S re-entrance into the 
United States. According to DUNN, this was not on the basis of any derogatory - 
information in their files but was due to the fact that being a non~quota 


to obtain entrance under a visitors quota. Inasmuch as the position to be 
assigned to CHIEN was not of such natyre and such certification could not be 
made, the army authorities denied clearance and negotiations for his return 
ceased. 


‘Dr. FREDERICK LINDVALL related substantially the same facts 
as outlined in the foregoing by DUNN but stated he actually knew nothing of 
CHIEN personally and had therefore referred the request to DUNN, who at the 
time was disposed to act favorably upon it. 


; Dr. HOMER J. STEVART, Professor of Aerodynamics, Guggenheim 
Laboratory, Cal Tech, and head of the Research Analysis Section of the Jet 
Propulsion Lab, was interviewed with respect to his knowledge of CHIEN. 

STEWART stated on interview that he had knowm CHIEN was a Chinese Communist ‘ 
and that he believed it was also true that he had held a reserve commission 
in the Northern Chinese forces. He stated however that actually TSIEN, had 
only initiated the matter of CHIEN'S return but called it to the attention 
of Dr. LINDVALL on the min campus, and that beyond that he had done nothing 
in the way of trying to mako his return possible. . 


STEWART stated that he, STEWART, was perhaps as anxious as 
anyone at the Lab to have CHIEN return in that he regarded him very highly as 





peing technically qualified to do’the work at the Lab. Ho stated further the we 
he had been very anxious to have CHIEN return but that at the time he had 
given no particular thought to the political implications thereof because . me 
considering the timing, ete,, that no particular significance was attached BIC 


to any possible association with the Northern Chinese Communists by CHIEN. 


| Jat the 
Jet Propulsion Lab, was interviewed as to her knowledge of © ~ at this 


time she stated she had come to know him quite well during his stay at the 
Jet Propulsion Lab in that she acted as his secretary on a part time basis. 
She said that shortly after his return to China she received a letter irqg® 
him which she believed was written from Shanghai, According to 
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this letter merely took the form of a social greeting ane explained that — 

things were considerably changed in China and that CHIEN was looking forward 

to a re-union with his wife and children, which apparently had not taken 

place at the time this letter was written. 


She stated she has not since heard from him and she has no 
idea as to what he is presently doing except in so far ag she has heard that 
he is teaching in China and is in very straitened financial circumstances 
and would like very much to return to the States. She advised also that there 
had never been anything said by CHIEN to’ her knowledge which would give any 
insight as to his political philosophies, and that in her’ opinion his return 
to China was brought about, as has boon previously stated, by a so~called 
ultimatum from his wife. 


; Dre POL DUWEZ, head of the Material Section, Jet Propulsion , 
‘ . Lab, tas interviewed as to his knowledge of CHIEN, DUWEZ explained that he 
had known CHIEN reasonably well during his stay at the Lab but that nothing 

had come to his attention which would give him any insight as to CHIEN'S 


political beliefs or nationalistic tendencies. 


While the matter of CHIEN'S return to China was being Giscussed 
DUWEZ stated it was his understanding, as has been previously set forth, that. 
CHIEN returned to China purely by reason of family consideration. DUWEZ 
explained that it had come to his attention that CHIEN had desired to return 
. to the States and that he knew of the negotiations that had transpired to - 
effect this retuwm. It was in this connection that DUWEZ volunteered informa~ 
tion thet corroborates that previously set forth as to what the subject of this 
case had to do with the contemplated return of. CHIEN to the Lab. At this time 
DUWEZ stated, without being asked: any direct question, that he knew TSIEN had 
written the letter to Dr. LINDVALL which had actually caused the negotiations 
to take place for the’ contemplated return of CHIEN. In this connection he 
stated that he, DUWEZ, hed worked very closely with the subject for a number 
of years and that he’ was "absolutely certain that the subject was Loyal to the 
United States in every way". He stated that based on this belief he did not 
) feel that if there was anything in CHIEN'S background which indicated any 
disloyalty that the subject would have made any attempt to effect his return 
to the United States, ‘ 


When DUNEZ was questioned as to what individuals might bo in 
possession of information hearing upon CHIEN'S political beliefs, atc., he 
duggegted, the name of Y, H.\KU, who is now at Cornell University, and Dre) 
HON|YING! .IN, who is now at MIT, and the subject of this case. 
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known reliability, » advised that an. individual 
tentatively identified asqPEI IG KU, the wifé of a professor at: ‘Cornell, 
recently visited the residence: of SIDNEY WEINBAUM who has been identified 
hereinbefore. At the time of this visit Mrs. KU indicated ‘that she-was 
returning alone ta China’ and in fact was on her way at the time of the visit 
to the WEINBAUM residences, This source stated that during the time the KUS 
were visiting the WEINBAUMS that information was received which would indicate 
she was returning to China in order to take an active interest in the present 
political changes which are taking place. Information in the latter regard 
was obtained. by Informant T~5, to the effect that Mrs. KU ‘had- exhibited what 
were believed to be pro~-Communist sympathies’. .: y, 


Informant 


- During the time Dr. LOUIS G. DUNN was Géing interviewed he 
advised that it was his recollection that while hey DUNN, was.a student on 
the Cal Tech campus there seemed:to be a definite distinction between two 
groups of Chinese that were then in attendance at .the institute. He stated 
he recalled that it was somewhat of a Joke on the: campus that one group of 
Chinese ‘had nothing to do with the other group. -.As far as .he was able to 
recall this apparent difference between the groups was_not political. DUNN 
was questioned as to The members “f the so~called group’ to which TSIEN belonged 
and it was noted he also me , LING, two Chinese by the’ name of CHAN, and an 
individual identified a AHAO YUAN, who was now teaching at Brooklyn 
Polytechnic Institute in New York. DUNN was unable to recall thd names of 
ri member of the so-called " Sppoesner group that was still in the United 

ates ° 


At the time Dr. LOUIS DUNN was interviewed with regard to his 
knowledge of the subject of this case he stated it was his. understanding that 
Dr. THEODORE VON KARMAN was to some extent responsible for the subject having. 
married his present wife. DUNN stated that according to the story he had 
heard on the subject that Dr. VON KARMAN, who is presently stationed in Paris, 
there met the present Mrs. TSIEN. It was at this time that he supposedly told 
her when she returned to China she should "set her cap't for TSIEN, in that he, 
TSIEN, intended to return ‘to China shortly thereafter and they doubtless would 
meet. _ 

\ 

Information has been received which indicates that Mrs. ISIEN 
has studied and lived in Paris » Which to some extent gives some credence to..- 
this story. 


WALTER J. MURPHY, Personnel Director, Jet Propulsion tab, 
made available CHIEN'S personnel file to the reporting agent which reflected , 
therein correspondence with regard to CHIEN'S possible return to the Lab, which 
has been set out hereinbefore, It was noted there were letters contained is 
therein which reflected the same story as attributed to Dr. DUNN hereinbefore. 
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The actual persomel statement available on CHIEN was rather 
meager but the following information is being set forth: Nativity was 
indicated as September 10, 1914 in China; entered the United States on July 
27, 1943 at Detroit, Michigan, by train, The form further indicated that 
CHIEN'S father was deceased and that his wife's maiden name was HY K'UNG 
(HSIANG YING). Under education it was indicated that he had attended the 
National Tsing Hua University in China and the University of Toronto in 
Canada. Under person to notify in case of accident was listed the name 
C. C. LIN (friend). \ ; 5 wal, 


At the' time ‘CHIEN completed alien questionnaire he listed as 
references, Professors H. J. STEWART, POL DUWEZ and ARISTOTLE MICHEL. 


On interview, Dr. ARISTOTLE MICHEL, Mathematics Professor at 
Cal Tech, advised he actually did not know CHIEN very well except from 4 
purely technical standpoint and that he had worked with him rather extensively 
on mathematical problems. He stated he had very little, if any, information 
to offer with respect to any appraisals he, MICHEL, might have made as to 
CHIEN'S sympathies or nationalistic ideologies. He stated that only one 
thing had ever come to his atterition which he believed to be significant, and oe ——— 
that was the fact that CHIEN at one time had taught English to the wife of | 
anothor Chinese, PY CHOU. MICHEL explained he only mentioned this because 
of the fact that he personally knew CHOU was violently anti-Communist, but he 
had no knowledge as to how close any association between CHOU and CHIEN might 
have been aside from tutoring in English. MICHEL explained that CHOU has 
since returned to China. ; 


At the time Dr. FREDERICK LINDVALL and Dean E,. C. WATSON were 
7 interviewed in order to obtain information as to the contemplated operation 
| of the GODDARD: Fellowship,’ both advised that in addition to the subject of 
this case, FRANK E. MARBLE, an instructor, would be assigned, with TSIEN, 
| to work full time on the project. Dean E. C. WATSON made available his 
. personnel records concerning MARBLE which reflected the following information 
with regard to his background. . 
MARBIE presently resides with his wife, nee ORA LEE COLLINS Mak BLE 
at 1081 Elizabeth Street in Pasadena. According to the personnel questionnaire 
made available, MARBLE was born on July 21,°1918 at Cleveland, Ohio and he was 
employed by the Army Air Corps from June 16, 1943 to October 15, 1945, with 
the rank of Private (inactive). MARBLE was graduated from the Case’ School 
' of Applied Science which he attended from February 1937 to Nay 1940, o ptaint 
a degree of B,S. and M.E. Elsewhere in the form MARBLE indicated that he: was 
graduated with honorg from the Case School. He further indicated that he - 
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beloriged to the following honorary societies: Tau Beta Pi, Sigma Xi, Institute 
of Aeronautical Scholarship award in 1946 and National Research Council Pre 
Doctoral Fellowship. Under outside interests MARBLE indicated that he was 
interested in music, painting, history; political science and contemporary. 
literature. Under outside activities he indiceted that he was a member ‘of 
the Pasadena Civic Orchestra. 


Under previous employment, MARBLE indicated he had bean 
employed as a research assistant in aeronautics at the Case School of Applied 
Science, from October 1940 until May 1942, and that he had been employed from 
May of 1942 to February of 1944 at the Flight Propulsion Laboratory of NACA, 
at Cleveland, Ohio, as project cngineer, and he had served for the same 
organization. from February 1944 to September 1945 as head of the Analysis 
Section, and from August of 1945 to October of 1946 he was Chief of the 
Fundamental Compressor and Turbine Research Branch. He also imicated that . 
he was a part time lecturer in Mechanical Engineering for the Case School - 
of Applied Science, from October 1945 until April 1946, and that at this time 
he also had a National Research Council Pre—-Doctoral scholarship. 


Also contained in Dean WATSON'S file was a notation to the 
effect that MARBLE had recentiy been offered a job with NACA which would pay 
him $8500.00 per year, but that he had decided instead to accept an assistant 
professorship at the California Institute of Technology at his present pay rate 
of $5500.00 per annum. 


Miss ELIZABETH WILLBEE of the Pasadena Merchants Association 
advised that her records reflected MARBLE presently resides at 1081 Elizabeth 
in Pasadena and he previously lived at 3406 East Foothill Boulevard in 
Pasadena. These records further reflected that before coming to Pasadena .. ~~’ 
MARBLE resided at 1171 Andrews in Lakewood, Ohio (near Cleveland). The only 
additional information not previously stated was’ that MARBLE'S wife ha 
attended Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio, and that Mrs. GEORGE 
BERISWLLL, who was shovm.as MARBLE'S landlady in "Lakewood, Ohio, had been 
interviowed by a Cleveland, Ohio credit agency and at that time she reported 
Eee on the MARBLES, 


During the. time TSIEN has occupied the premises of 360 East 
Buena Loma Court, Pasadena, California, a mail cover has been in force at 
his residence. 





mail was received which 4 i y be pe Trent {3S} a 





= . 
¥v a oe 
bt. 8 OF 
7 ° e : 
7 fd 
. ~ 


*y 


BRS ) 
TA 65-4857 : Adm, Page dG ome 
i tter postmarked Hong Kong, China, dated June 21, 
in which the sender was indicated as’Mrs. TSIANG, 


Room 602, 180 Kiangse Road, Shanghai, China. 
this” communication was tron (er Mrs. YIN TSIANG TSIEN and is 





| Letter postmarked June 21 at London, England, which was 


ees “also sent to Mrs. TSIEN; on which.the. sender was... 
indicated’ as CHIANG FU-TSUNG, Care of Professor 
CHEN YUEN, 62 (?) New Kavendish, London, England. 

(U) Mieco Sy atta etn th ges Mail. was-als O- received from itr sneacearnaee 


H. W. CHIEN, M.D., 24 Hancock Street, Boston, Massachusetts 
V.HENO (spelling may be incorrect ~ illegible writing), 
Graduatia School of’ heronautical Engineering » Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York 
5 PASCHENY T. JEN,‘1 Dover Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Mrs, Wy Re SEARS » 206 Valley Road » Ithaca, New York (This 
0) = may be the wife of Professor W. R. SEARS, who at one 
(U) a) a time was listed as a reference by the sub ject as a 
then professor at Cal Tech.) 
SHON YING LIN, 331 Harvard Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts - 
S. W. YUAN, Apartment A--31, 67-66 108th Street » Forest Hills, 
Long Island, New York. 
S. W. YUAN, Polytechnic Institute’ of Brooklyn, 85-99 
Livingston Street, Brooklyn 2, New York. 


By letter dated February 24, 1949, ths Bureau advised that after 
@ search of its indices with regard to the subject of this case there was no 
information available with regard to the subject of this case other than that 
which was already contained in the files of the Los Angeles Office and which 
has been set forth in this report. 


The Bureau's indices reflected certain information with regard 
£0 J. W. DECKER and also JOHN DECKER but there was no information available 
which indicated that this information related to the subject of this case, 
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AT ITHACA, NEW YORK, will identify Y, H. KNO (probably KU) 
of the Graduate School of Aeronaysicel Enginaering,: Cornell University. — 
Will make ava le to this offid@ any information contained in the files 
with regard to -his’ individual ant will, in addition, through established 
sources determine any indications of possible pro-Communist and/or pro- 
Soviet sympathies on the part of Dr. KU. It should be borne in mind that | 
this individual is possibly identical with the husband of PEI LING KU who 
recently returned to China, and.according to local informants was doing so | ; \ 





because of her interest in the current political changes taking place there. 


Will.do likewise with’ regard to Mrs. W. R. SEARS who apparently 
‘resides at 206.Valley Road in Ithaca, New York, This individual is believed 
to be the wife of Professor W. R.- SEARS who is possibly connected with Cornell 
University, 


THE BOSTON OFFICE 





“AT CAMBRIDGE, MASSKCHUSETIS, will identify PASCHENY T. JEN, 
1 Dover Street, and make available to this office any information contained. . 
in its files with regard to this individual, Will, in addition, through ; 
‘established confidential somrces make inquiry as to any possible .indications 1) 
‘ of pro-Communist and/or pro-Soviet sympathies on the part of this individual. GLU . 


‘ | Will do likewise with regard to SHON YING LIN who resides-at 
331 Harvard Strect,. LEW 


AT BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS; will do likewise with regard to H. W. 
CHIEN, M.D., 24 Hancock Street. eu) 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE 





-AT BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, will identify and furnish background on- - jens 
S. W. YUAN of the Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn, and make available to this«o. , .. 
office any information contained in the files. Will through established | 
confidential sources obtain any information having a bearing on the passibla. a” 
pro-Communist and/or pro-Sovist sympathies on the part of this individual. a 
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H 
AT CLEVELAND, OHIO ~ Contained in this report is considerable 
background information with regard to FRANK EB, MARBLE who according to 
officials of Cal Tech, will be closely associated with the subject of this 
case in the operation of the GODDARD Fellowship for Advaiced Study in Jet 
. Propulsion on the campus. : 


Tt is requested that the Cleveland Office make available to 
this office’ any information contained in its files with regard to this individual, 
In addition, it is requested that discreet inquiry be made through established 
confidential sources in order to obtain an insight as to the possible political 
and ideological sympathies of this individual. 


Tt is requested that no open inquiry be made inasmuch as, 
dependent upon requested permission from the Bureau, this individual may be 
approached for possible use as a confidential informant in this case. It is 
also requested that the aforementioned investigation pe expedited and that 
this information be made available to this office and the Bureau immediately 
in order that this office and the Bureau may be in possassion of as many facts 
as possible so that proper consideration can be given to the possible use of 
this individual as an informant. 


THE LOS ANGELES OFFICE 





AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, will maintain contact with 
established confidential sources in order that -it may be apprised of 
current activities on the part of the subject. 


Will attempt to develop further information with regard to 
We Z. CHIEN with regard to the allegation that he was a Chinese Communist 
and had returned to China to fight in the Northern Chinese Communist forces. 


Will attempt to develop further information with regard to FRANK 
E. MARBLE, who informants state will be very closely associated with the subject 
in the course of the operation of the GODDARD Fellowship on the Cal Tech Campus. 
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« _ STANDARD Fors No, 64 


Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. if 


eae 


_ To : Director, FBI DATE: August 29, 1949 
ie FROM; = Los oo tet 
SUBJECT: DR. HSUR-SHEN TSIEN, wa., i / 
Poke. John M."Decker / y 
Se ESPIONAGE - R {io 1 = 


Bureau File 65=58574 . 7 ‘ 
Re report of SA ARTHUR C, WITTENBURG, dated 8=29~49, at Los Angeles, 
in captioned matter, - 


It will be noted that on pages 17 and 18 of this report there is 
set forth identifying data with regard to FRANK E, MARBLE who will be actively 
associated with the subject of this case in connection with the GODDARD ‘Fellowship ° 
for Advenced Study of Jet Propulsion on the Cal Tech Campus. 





It is requested that the Bureau's indices be reviewed and that any 
information contained therein be made available to this office, 


It is contemplated that further discreet inquiry will be made with = 
regard to MARBLE in order that consideration may be given to the possible -\ 
development of MARBLE as an informant in connection with this case, s 






it is not contemplated, of course 9 that any d ee will 
be made to MARBLE until such time as permission therefore is obtained fron the 
Bureaue As soon as additional investigation is conducted by this*éffice 9 if it 
appears propitious that such an overture should be made, the Bureau will be 
requested to grant permission for the development of this indivi as an 
informant in this case, 
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United States Department of Justice 
_ Los Angeles 13, Califomia. 
August 29, 1949 — te 













Director, FBI 
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| | f 
Re report of SA ARTHUR C, WITTENBURG, dated 8-29-49, at Los Angeles, 
in captioned matter, - 





Dear Sir; 





i] 
f. 


T-6 is a highly confidential source lmown to SA's JAMES H. HOOSE, 
GTIMER G. ROBINSON, FRANCIS D. COOLEY, FLOYD W. BROWN, IRVIN C, SHEPPERD, 
" . LESLIB R, HALL, Photographers THEODORE HARPER and GAREY D. POWELL, who made 
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ye ot. China. | She. was .born-on January 12; 1918; ‘at:-Peiping, China. Her - - 

4,. - residences inthe United States were'at 331 Harvard Street, Cambridge, 

or a ' Mass.,- -and 415 Massachusetts Avenve ,, East Providence, Rhode Island. 

v4 te os -She indicated thet ‘she -had-. been employed . during the last five years... 
te OS at Browz ‘University, : ‘Providence, Rhode Island. . She married Professor - 
ME LIN of \M.I.T. on: “December. 21; 1946, at Providenca; "Rhode. Island. * 


lirs. LIN was admitted to permanent residence at Calais, Maine, 
‘on July 9, 1948.. Immigration and Neturalization Service records 
; reflected thet her port of entry was ‘Calais, -Maine, ‘via Bridge... 
It was’ noted. that WILLIAM TED MARTIN, Head of. the: Department of . 
_ Mathematics at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, 
ae Mass. 3. tinder. Heo irs Be husband is sp ait had interoeded on. ~ 
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BOS 65-5265 ns vache a ae ee 

_ her behalf inder dates: of October 16, 1947, and Manch’ 19", 1948, 0 yo is 

ae respectively, i in order that she might be ‘adnitted, bo permenent a ae OF 
‘residence. within the, United meateds:. gain a Racin ok 4. 4, oe ar: 


hn ae 
‘& . i 


7 - . oe wba . ae 5 
. * is 
* Noue 


- |" oT a8 roted ‘that: Alban Bel, ‘of: io reliability, caee aaa fer ene me ae 
ae _' tion that WILLIAM TEDAMARTIN had attended a meeting of ‘the Commni st aa 

Party at Syracuse, New York, | on. September’ 22, i945."° Cee 
Boston Tel, of: imown reliability, provided ‘ahora tion thet: there’ a Ge 
Lo no such street. address in. Cambridge, Masg.,,as No. 1 Daver Street. | 
The numbers. on Dover Street, begin. with No. 7 and: T-1;, who is ao- a : an. 
.., Gaainted: with- that locality, states that hé has ‘never- heard of any | 7 § 
individual by the name of PASCHENY T. JEW,. . °\. See ge ee ah. 


a 





_ ‘The: ‘ecorda ‘of the. Registrar's Office at Harvard University ae os a 
-> ; Massachusetts Institute of: Technology, Cambridge, Mass., failed .— e 


to reflect any indivi ded at ater of these schools. “by. the nanie ae : a 
(of PASCHENY T.. JBN. -: a, Ne eee sod Bart By, BG + ae 


; é ’ . « 


“Records” of. ‘the ‘Timi gration ana Watureli sation. Service, 1 Tremont . Saree | 


Street,. ‘Boston, Massy, contained no reference ‘to PASCHENY’ T. JEN nor -. ee rs 
_ ws hig nam; listed in’ any ‘available directory.:.”, F : ce a 5 


‘ 
; om 
 ® oe . _- 5 sof ‘< a4 
. eee eee oa, ‘ Daa ie : . 


“Mo information Hasveba received from: confidential’ sources ‘at ak i Esse 4 
. Boston, - Hass.,: ‘reflecting Communist. activity on. the part of subject‘ a 
contacts,’ 2° 8s" set fouph. in Anstant* reports” eee : ee a ae 
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Whose identity is “known *..., 2. 


- to the Bureau as sev Torth-in Albany. report of" WARCEL 0.’ PHILLIPS,. +: ~: 
. dated: January 16, 1946, entitled WILLIAM. JED MARTIN; INTERNAL SECURITY — Gc 
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te DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
Tt ts FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
. : ‘ DATE 11-02-2009 





“340, ies Angee CE EIISISS SERIE 5, > November 235. 1949 
/ Director, PBI. . | 


* HSUE-SHEN TSIEN C2. ae ee a 
; ‘,- ESPIONAGE ~ R - a oe : oe ate, ALL: IMeOR . 
a Pm ort oe es Cy et ov. BEER iS. Us 


eg vs Oe Is 
| oo ” “The following is for your info¥mation: . - Gini wi 









PACED 


a 


i3t ‘CONTA CED: . 


car? 


The office ‘of Navel Intelligence, - Washington, De. Ons 1 haa’ advised: ae oe 
“that the captioned sibject who is presently employed as'a ‘scientist at: the may 
(0) ; California Institute ‘of Technology has.a.new Personal Service Contract, effective .. o 
2 July l, 1949, ° through June 205 - 1990 Ns: 28. a. mh conauthent ab Naval Ordnance Taboratorys . 


Mhite. Dak, aciaan 


Py 


tg Re gf gxployed ats the’ Navel Grdnance [aS \as: ‘neoded,. but . has. 
wai Hie. contract yearel 
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7 7 tkanoano FORM pes . 


x \4 ' . 
Office Memor indum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: : 
| TO 2 Director, FBI - DATE: 12/30/) a 
(ee OM + SAD, Tos Angeles ts EORMATION CONTAINEDP Ss 


t 
? 
a 


SUBJECT: oa Sts Gn lhsrmn, wae HEREIN 18 UNCLASSIFIED yf 


ESPIONAGE 





DATE leu) _BYSERUCILD 404 y 


Reference is made to the report of SA ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG, 
11/30/49, Los Angeles, which is being forwarded ag an enclosure herewith. . 
™ Further referance is made to my letter of August 29, 1919, which requested ¢ 
that the Bureau's indices be searched and that any information ‘therein 
regarding FRANK BXMARBLE be made available to this office. TI have noted 
' that your letteyY dated September 21, 1949, advises that the Bureau files 
| contain information which can be identified with this individual, ° 


| M&+MBS | | : 
The Bureau's attention is further directed to the report of SA 
i WENDELL V. SWEET, Cleveland, October 6, 199, in the above~captioned | 

/ matter. It will be noted that contained in the report being forwarded 
as an enclosure with this letter is information obtained lecally con- 
cerning FRANK E. MARBLE. As has been set out in previous commmications, 
this individual has come to investigative attention inasmuch as it wag 
ascertained through responsible sources at California Institute of 
Technology that he was working very closely with the subject of this case 
in connection with long range research in the field of Jet Propulsion, 4 
which is being conducted at the institute under a Goddard Fellowship. 


—. 
' 








Reference to the report being fo arded as.an enclosure will 
indicate that Mrs. LUCY T. DAVIS appraised; LE and: his wife, ORA LEB, 
as being "liberal", The reporting agent questioned Mrs. DAVIS at consider- 
able length as to why she had arrived ‘at this cénclusion with the ‘het 
result that she seemed to base it on MARBIE's asséchation with 
Who she also regards as liberal, and further on the fac , 
LE showed a preference for the Los Angeles newspaper "Daily News", 
eh, according to Mrs. DAVIS, is a “little liberal.'* As pointed out 
in’the report, her appraisal of the Daily News is not believed to be 
| accurate. , 
Information available as to [___ is also set forth in the 
y report, which, although is not conclusive 9 = Ss credence 2 the belief 

that he may be to some extent a Communist. AQAA n, wtehrs ff. 

, 7 936% AGS a bidit H-S0-74, 
_ It is believed to ba pertinent to note’ that Mre.DAVIS is an — 
} elderly woman, the widow of a California Institute of Technology professor 
of geology and is by nature avery conservative individual.’ As typical 

of her remiarks, shé stated that she felt that MARBIE. and his wife were good 

loyal Americans, but’ shé’ thought*they were a little ‘*Mfiddlé Westernish' in 

their speech and behaviod, “indicating that stie-noted ‘this because of ‘ny 


% = 


own extreme ultra-ConservativenEastern upbringing Yin SY i nf 
| AcW:csc COPIEg oni | mAs AS 7 j jf oe 
| 5-857 = 886 Noy 14 (GeURDED - 70 gales 50 pe 7 Pye 

Enel (5) ~~ 1960 og - 10 
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“of Di, ‘SIDNEYAUBINBAIM, it has been outlined thet tre subject. 


' | at the. Jet Propulsion laboratory. This,;it is felt, would necessarily have. 
- in order that he, likewise, 


- guage of his Communist sympabhies, © 


oe ‘that the: Bureau ‘consi 


im .-type of ‘conversation Which might bring forth’ pro=Communist sympathies in - | 





J ‘ . 
. 6 . s 


It fia be recalled that in Sonnection with the ‘investigation. .” 
ofthis case: 


A 65857. _ 


is .consideyéd .a close friend of the WEINBAUMs’ and as such, they have. ..°. .. 
confided in him as’to their troubles with respect to WEINBAUM's clearance - 


“0 
*. 


the effect of causing Dr. TSIEN to be very careful of his actions and speech,’ 
wight have difficulty by reason of his nom *' . 
present and past association with WEINBAUM. - .- a an te 


“ 
oe 


Dae Tt te ‘recalled also that informants who have: been consulted ~ 


' regarding TSIEN who lnew-him even during the days when he was associated 


With the Communist Party in 1939, state that he is a very aloof and taciturn 
individual and hence, it is extremely difficult to obtain. from ‘informants. as 
An appraisal of this situation as evidenced by investigation a 


condicted thus far seems’ to indicate “that the best. source. of information. - 


- 


” with regard to TSIEN's activities would: be FRANK E, MARBLE with whom the » 


Subject is closely associated in conection with ‘their research. Ibis < ... 
“pointed out: that in addition to Mrs. DAVIS, Dr. HOMER J. STEWART, of the ~ 


. California Institute of Technology faculty, has “stated tat he believes ~ 
.\ MARBLE. to be a Loyal: American. Dre STEWART has furnished this office. 


v. -, With valuable information in connestion with the ‘WEINBAUM investigation and 7 : 


-a loyal American » he thereby would be in a much better-position to obtain’. «.. : 
-. @ accurateappraisal of the present and/or past: sympathies ‘of the Subject. . 


In view of the reasons outlined in. the foregéing » it is regiested 
der the available facts“in order to reach a decision ‘ 
as’ to whether permission can be ‘granted: for agents of this office to | | 
interview MARBLE as to his. knowledge of TSIEN. The thought is advanced _ 
also. that. even though HARBLE at present is unable to furnish: informatién 
of a definite nature With regard to TSIEN, that: if his reception to the - — 





‘. interview is ‘favorable he might bé induced. to attempt to engage, TSIEN in the: |." 


. 


the event Such feélings are present. 
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a’ -taken’ toward in 
|, MARBLE unt4l a decision ‘is reached 8 interviewing’ FRANK. B; 


by. the Bureau. It is requested, howeve 
oo that this matter: be given your @ editi 3 Yr, 
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. - ; 
« ot . 
. - a wid ry ry 
. . . + 








“Sub MSiaRtT- TeIEtty “ily 
v1 BEREOIAGE = R: = fae 


¢ vo 
2 tt a uy 


~ Bawah 2a yesbor 3 


vee oo. 
‘4 ? 


oe ee faut sth yor pefordnoed ‘Rowdt,y end” 
“~y Bhat, coined 4 in the, ropenh ‘of 38 farthiu G.-ittonburg, dated Navember 20% 8s 


ee 6-and-7, 46 is ‘not depiyad: $hiak: bet Bi ere Subjects mpeosiiee: ee eee 


oxnia  Tnobi bite. of: FSH HO G..cp abated: in G6 tLe vid tht 
Depe 5e! = rarest oa ah z . am 








o ’ — DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: NY 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
















-t SD7a—S, e DATE 09~-28-z009 
. » wet 6 ° 
_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT 
" ° Ageiises alee ns 
Tris Gnas ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES FI Ba OSA ODE 2] 
REPORT MADE AT ; DATE WHEN MADE . WHIGH MAR /2 h, REPORT me BY | 
LOS ANGELES Us30/49 — 49,3039/19,21, ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG CSC 
TITLE-9* "t Oo tee 302 CONG seAGTER OF CASE 
: op is “SHEN TSIEN, wa. 
KS John NMDecker ESPIONAGE - R 
fi : _ 
VA SYNOPSIS oF FACTS: ; . AVI — / 
Cy on interview, admitted membership in Pro+ ” a 
~) Sional Unit #122 of Communist Party in Pasadena, Calif, I ss 
f= 9 during 19393 also states_that he remembers subject in. 
1 jo" attendance at meetings. also admits Comm- 
/. 1° nist Party membership, but does not remember subject, - 
a ab ¢ Subject continues in contact with SIDNEY WEINBAUM. Informant Yi 
MT i report subject leading quiet life due to wifets reticence t 
a mix socially. . . 
Ona J 6 so, stifled hy IDSC 
1D,o4 aor ~P- Gia 5 . GADR 12-20 ¥ 
, REFERENCE: \ § Bureau File No, 65-5857)  ~ - 2&9 ~ 
| ot id _ Report 4,54 ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG, 8/29/49, Los Angeles y, 
| » [7 Dpratts: suas | . 
a} 
| ‘Mh bS Source T-l, 
| fp SE, tion that. the subject of this case was a member of Professional Unit #122 b6 
' & QS, Of the Communist Party in Pasadena during 1939, that and his b7C 
y mite] were likewise members of the same sect 


. At Alharbra, Ca 
were interviewed by 


k ledge as to the possible membership of the subject of this case in the Oo 
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* ' Communist Party. It should be noted that these individuals have been 

= interviewed on several previous occasions with regard to their own member- 
| VAS Ship and on the second of these series of interviews each admitted member-~ 
/ \ Ship in the Commmist Party during the year 1939. It was noted that 
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called his own Party alias of but his wife, 
could not recall her own Party ajfasy ¥ 


‘A picture of the subject of this case was exhibited to|  _| 
[| at which time he advised that he recalled the subject as having 
been in attendance at Communist Party meetings which he had attended in 
the course of his membership in Professional Unit #122.of the Communist 
Party in Pasadena, California.[______]stated that he could not recall 
that TSIEN took a very active part in the discussions at these meetings, 
but that he has a distinct recollection of his being present. He . 





advised that on one occasion, the subject asked him to review a book, the b6 
name of which[ ]could not recall, the results of which were to be b7C 
given at a subsequent meeting. a that this was at a time when 


he was definitely losing interest in the Party and henoe, refused to take 
any active part in the discussion. 


On the date that{___—sjwas: interviewed with particular regard 
to the subject of this case, he was actually interviewed on two occasions, 


once in the morning and later in the afternoon. On the second. occasion 
CE ras present. 


On the second occasion a photograph of the subject was displayed 
to who stated that she did not recall the subject 
of S case, stating, "He looks like anyother Chinaman," 

S ° 


Both [sd stated that they had no personal knowledge of, 
the fact that TSIEN was a member of the Communist Party and that, in fact) 
. they had little knowledge which would directly indicate membership on the 
part of any other members of the groupe Both stated that by reason of the 
manner in which meetings were held, they could never be sure at any given 
meeting whether those in attendance were actually members of the Part 
or that some of those present might be y in fact, visitors. 
stated, however, that as best he could recall, TSIEN was present at what 
aa believed to be a regularly convened meeting of the section of 
e Communist Barty to which he belonged. . 





cs 


Source T-2, believed reliable, advised that he bad observed an 

automobile he recognized as t at/oelonging to the subject parked in front 

of the residence of Dr. SID INBAUM on September 2, 199 and again on - 

September 12, 1949. Informafi\was unable to state whether the car was 

actually driven by the Subject or how long he remained at the WEINBAUM resi- 

dence. ‘iEINBAUM was identified in referenced report, ; 
Sources I-3 and T-l, believed reliable » were interviewed during - ay ‘ 

the period of this report on several occasions and each stated that they ae 2 

had observed very little activity on the part of the subject or his WLLS 

during this period, Each stated that it had come to their attention that. 

Mrs. TSIEN appeared to be very reticent to mix socially with friends of” 
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the suoject shat he had known while previously employed at the California 
Institute of Technology. Eazh stated that because of this refusal on 

the part of Mrs. TSTUN tc go out socially, that it had been their obeerva- 
tion that 18Tiuss, for the most part, spent their evenings at home and during 
the day the avojeut spends his full time eat the Gugenheim Aeronautical 
Research Laboratory on the Main California Institute of Technolcgy Campus. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE raat 
Sn EAGER 
Tt should be noted that in the investigative secti is 
report, the results of the interview with are 
set fort It was noted by the reporting agent that on the first occasion 
that was contacted in regard to his past affiliation with the .Comm- 


nist Party, that he denied, in effect. t such was the case. On a@ sube 
sequent occasio; were jointly interviewed, at which 
time each admitteédman ership in the Commuriist Party and named Dr. SIDNFY 


WEINBAUM as an officer of the section, It was noted by the reperting agent 
that during the time this interview was in progress, took a 
rather uncooperative attitude in the matter and made very few statements 
meron the essentia]. facts. On the contrary, it was noted that 


appeared to be ruch more cooperative, offerin information as to 
his Party alias, etc, It is recalled a stated on this b6 
Cccasion that she did not recall her own Party alias. bic 


As set forth in tne investigative section of this report 


testimony with regard to Dr. SIDNEY WEINBAUMT!s membership in the Communist 
Party. After this intervie was terminated[__]contacted the reporting | 
Shed to discuss the matter further. It was 


embershi ad that, . 
é xvefused to 
any extent and limited her discussion to answers to 


believed reliable, advised that at the Colorado and 
Bank of America at Pasadena, subject opened a check- 
ing account with a token deposit of one doilar on July 5, 1949. His 
address given at the time of opening this account was 360 East Buena Loma 


Court, Altadena, California, By August 25, 199. his balance had grow 
to $1,547 41, 





T-5 advised that it had been his recollection that there had been 
Some talk of money coming from China to be deposited in this account, but 
an actual review of the records failed to reveal this had materialized, 


On July 29, 1919, the subject made a deposit of $735.00, which was 
a check drawn on the Pasadena Branch of the Security First National Bank, 
He has also made deposits of $148.61, $7.7h and $462.56, all of vhich were: 
collection items drawn on the County Fank and Trust Company, Central Square, 


lhe Y 


asd 





EA 65-1857 ; 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE GENABEH TAL | 


In addition, it was noted Subject has a Savings Account with a 
present balance of #1,65.00, which was opened July 13, 1949, with an 
initial deposit of $470.13. ith regard to this account, subject has 
made two deposits, one for $300.00 and-one for $8)).22 y and also $500.00, 
which was transferred out of his Commercial Account. The source of other 
deposits to this account was not ascertained. 


; - @-5 further advised that the subject's wife also has a 
Savings Account with a present balance of $365.00, : 


The following checks then in the file were noted as follows: 


Ae C. Vorman, Ince, Pasadena $225.00 
A. C. Vorman, Inc., Pasadena 30,37 
Cash ; 250.00 
Western Transportation Company, Los Angeles 8h 422 
ELA H. GILBERT r Pasadena 135 200 
; bé6 
It is noted that EMMA H. GILBERT » Pasadena, California, is the b7c 


subject 's landlady, 


Referenced report sets forth info tion to the effect that [___] 
had received a letter fromm JEN. At the time informa- 
tion pas obtained regarding this letter, advised that the letter 
was purely friendly in nature and appeared to have no political significance 9 
having been written to hi's past associates at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
although the letter was actually addressed to her, 


During the period of this report{ ____]was again interviewed, 
at which time she advised that the letter in question had been located, 
Examination of the letter by the reporting agent indicated that for the most 
part it seemed to be purely social in nature and recounted for the most part 
CHIEN's experiences while on board ship en route to Shanghai, In addition, 
he made several statements as to his impressions of the changes that had 
taken place in Shanghai since he had last seen it, 


It was noted that especially with regard to his descriptions of 
his traveling companions, CHIEN seemed to slant" his observations. In 
Several instances he refers in a rather derogatory manner to the "oil 
imperialists" that are seeking to "take over" ‘China, 


On several occasions CHIEN uses the terminology "reactionary" and + 
in one instance mentions the word "communist". The use of these Batter . 
terms and the way in which they were used in the text seemed to indicate 


that CHIEN was perhaps_more "' itically consetovs": in his writing ‘than on 
was first indicated a “ 


a“ 
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Referenced report indicated that in’ connection with the subject's 


period of association he has cone to regard MARBLE highly and has noted 
§picious of his loyalties to 
his opinion, MARBLE appeared 
@ capable of maintaining a 







lirs. LUCY T. DAVIS, omer of the premises at 1081 Elizabeth 
Street, Pasadena, who resides in a house on the same block, was inter~ 
viewed ‘on‘Octobor 26, 19h9,. concerning 


his wife, ORA IEE, Mrs. DAVIS advised that sh 











this conclusion, She Stated that quite possi 
Opinion because She had been raised 3 


phere and that she thought thereby she might h 
The only specific matter that Mrs, DAVIS could 
foregoing was the fact that MARBIE did not 

Sna paper and preferred instead a \Los Angeles 













Mrs. DAVIS was questioned by the reporting agent as to friends 


and associates of the MARBLEs y at_which time she advi e 
individual she k 


Caltech faculty. ith particular regar h dividuals she stated ee 

that she long has regarded them as bring and she thought that to 
‘-ARBLE association with them might have caused her to arrive 

LE as being "liberal. 
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ADEINISTRATIVE PAGE ae 


| By way of identification[ is as 
at Caltech at Pasadena and has been so employed for a number of years. . 


The following information bearing ipsa =] loyalty is being set forthy 
T-6, another Governmental agency which conducts security investigation 


has advised, " j onfidential informant reported tha 
Nt was definitely a Communist in 1936 and 1937, 
nat time a photostatic copy of his registration with the Communist 


Party was on file in the ist Party office. [address was 
Listed ag[ Pasadena i — 








be 
b7C 


T-8, a reliable informant, advised that he had received informa-_ - 


_ tion from a known reliable informant to the ,éffect that & special meeting - 


while the meeting was in progress, a car bearing license 6P2h65, which was 
pe eee te 
Pasadena, 


| ea has been interviewed on several occasions by agents of 
this offi ; @t which time he admitted membership in the Professional Unit 
#122, Pasadena, California, Communist Party, in 1939. With yarticular 
regard to the subject of this case » hovever, he’ stated he did not recall 


TSIEN in attendance at any meetings. 


At the time ___——=S—sdiwas being iaterviewed with regard to the 
aforementioned matters » it had developed that for a period of time he had 


resided as a roomer at the home o Pasadena. With particular 
regard tof betatod he did not believe that{_ was at all 


"politically conscious" and he had no. reason to believe that this individual 
has ever engaged in any subversive activities. 


: T=9, &@ reliable, confidential informant, made available Personnel 
Security Questionnaire executed by Dr.. SIDNEY WEINBAUM at the time of his 


employment at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Caltech. Perusa 
questionnaire indicates that listed as reference was face | iden- 
tical with the. individual rererred to hereinbefore. 


ae 











(U} 


U) New York... 


ih ees og. lettor adedressed to Mrs, Y. pKisin tron Aigo, Salisbury 
School, Salisbury;~Conmecticut? aa, 


LA 65-887 . 
_ ’ ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


By cover letter with which this report is transmitted, the Bureau 
is requested to give its permission to interview F. E. MARBLE. 


Source T-10, a reliable informant , advised that the following corre- 
spondence. was received at the residence of the subject, at 360 East Buena Lona 
Court, jatadena, California: A letter. addressed to Mr. and Mrs. TSIEN from 


He HACHIEN, 525 Young Street, Winnipeg, Manatoba, Canada. 


4 Jetter to Mrs. TSIEN from Mrs. W. R, SEARS, 206 Valley, Ithica, 


\ 
»_ a letter addressed to the subject from LOUIS jiuumer, Post 
Office Box 25, Cambridge 38 » Massachusetts. Additiondlly, a postcard was 


reccived which was signed only "FRANK", According to the message contained - 


thereon, aid a reference-having bé made to KARMANN, it is-believed that 
this card originated from FRANK JAMALINAs 


2 
« 


e 
° . 
. 
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LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


At Pasadena ‘ California: Will maintain contact with Source, T~3 
and Source T-], in order to obtain information. of value concerning the 
current activities of the TSIENs. ; 


will await an answer from the Bureau as to whether permission is 
to be granted: to interview FRANK E. MARBLE in regard to his knowledge of 
the current activities of the subject. 


é 
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INFORMANT PAGE . p7D 
. Information 
anc'is believed 
relia ormation was given to reporting agent on 8/2h 5 Dé 
9/20 521/19. b7c 
b7D 





» by reporting agent. 


| - a = available’ to SA 


HURRAY B. MYERSON on August 25, 19h9, 





DIO 11th Naval District, San Diego, California, files. The material 
attributed to this source was furnished by one REX THORPE, who had 
been employed by the Dies Committee in Los Angeles in 19h2. The 
Naval authoritiés in submitting information to this office gave the ; 

. informant the rate of 4-1. No material is available in the files of | 
this office bearing upon the reliability of the original informant. 2 


b7D 
Information regarding to meeting provided a JAMES 
WW. MASON (date not indicated). Surveillance Information y SA JAMES 
W. MASON and SA WILBER S. NEWMAN. 


. b7c 
T-9 b7D 
ae 


. 


rw fomail opver placed with [______] attadena, Cali- he 
(0) ne fornia. (32) oo. 
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Dr. HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, wa . ESPIONAGE - R 


mare y \ DRCLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
-* . FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
41 - 4 DATB 09-28-2009 
: 7 SYNOPSIS OF Facts: _% § ; f 
ah 


a Y id . Files of another govern-~ 
PL Y ent agency reflect Subject was Communist in 19)2, 

' attended CP meetings in Pasadena » and was subscriber 
t nai, People's World" in 1939, 









2U MI epsdle PRLAGISC~ 7 
LASSIFI -P- isd by 
os / " - + Beek ify onssOADR (2/2075? 
nei (A. DECLASSIFY ON? ix € i 
ENCE; Bur ‘Se57r— a ASG UY: 
WA /t, Report of SA ARTHUR C. WITTENBURG, Los AngelesS¥fated 
. A, November 30, 199. ‘ me 
. a t . . = 
i yYDETAILS: This report reflects the joint investigation Ss RICHARD K, 
\o IAI SCHWAB and the writer. 
\ TX i 


, On January 11, 1950, JOHN W. PARSONS, 1200 Esplanave Street, 
- Redondo Beach, physicist, Department of Electronics and Guided Missiles, Hughes 
Aircraft Company, Culver City, California, was interviewed with regard to his 

knowledge of any Communist activity on the part of Subject, at which time he 

y oxecuted a signed statement, pertinent excerpts of which are being set‘ forth 

x hereinafter. PARSONS met the Subject in 1938 while both were students in the 

y Aeronautics Department of the California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, 

Vk California. He advised that he was introduced to TSIEN by Dr. FRANK MALINA, 

JERwith whom both were associated, in ‘research, 


Nj 


“le 
id 


: PARSONS explained that a group of students who were engaged in 
. rocket research, which was wntlassified at the time, due to limited anseote 


met at one another's houses and ‘engaged-in discussions of various subjects. 
fh one occasion.at one 

















WEINBAUM. At this time PARSONS. noted that WEINBAUM talked favorably on ‘the 

. y7 m4 

A EORWARDEO, VG to SOL SN ounar DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

| @ RECORDED - 44 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT . 4, s ‘ 
(3 Bureau “, [ a DEXED - 44 

1 ~ IFO #2, Fort MacArthur ! FEB 2831950 iS” Oe 
1 - ZIO, Los Angeles | 37 "} . u , at eon 
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3 - Los Angeles atts LE Lid on © TETED 7 ore PENS ANN Lek? 


7 3 ry - 
BER 4 en oP? U.S. COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, 10—37059-1 
wt ye arb oe : 


% with regard to the same matter. “ 
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Subject: of Co ism. He stated that the next time he went to MALINA's house 
the group ineludda three people that he did not know before 3 TANRDUBNOFF and 
his wife, BELLE/ and GUSKALBRECHT, (WEINBAUM, the DUBNOFFs SH T 
have been named by reliable informant T-1 as being members of the Communist 
Party in Pasadena in 1938-39.) WEINBAUM appeared to, be the chairman of the . 
, Broup and discussed Communism and passed out Communist literature. PARSONS 
remembered: these books to include "Capital," "State and. Revolution" and the 
‘"Manifesto of ‘the Communist Party." _ ae ere 


At about this time WEINBAUM offered to help PARSONS with some 
mathematical theories and during the course of’ tutoring in this regard , 
solicited him to join an "inner circle" of ‘intellectuals which he ‘said 
included some prominént people. According to PARSONS, ‘WBINBAUM related that 
the group observed secrecy. about its membership and had no industrial or cell 

. activities. He advised further that WEINBAUM showed him some sort of a 
membership card at that time and that WEINBAUM also.came to PARSONS!’ house 


~ 


: . In reply to WEINBAUM's solicitation for membership, PARSONS 
Stated that he was not interested. He stated ‘that ‘he went to another meeting _ 
at MALINA's house at which ‘the Subject of this case and WEINBAUM-were present. ° 
‘He stated that-at this meeting MALINA seemed to act as Secretary and the 
meeting was similar ‘to the one previously described. ~ . 
ae PARSONS related that later he had some private discussions with 
TSIEN, MALINA and others in this.regard. He stated that at this time he 
. . Opposed the principles of Communism and warned the others about WEINBAUM. 
With particular regard to the Subject, “PARSONS stated that TSIEN seemed inte- 
wrested only in the theory of Communism, stating something to thé effect that 
there were some good ‘ideas in Marx and Lenin. He advised that TSIEN expressed. 
no interest in WEINBAUM.or in group activity. ~ 


nn 


_ _.,- PARSONS stated that it was after discussions of this nature 
that he withdrew from the group at a time which he fixed as being in the latter 
part of 1939, 4 ‘ 4. 3g 2 


With particular regard to.‘the meetings, he stated, "The meetings 
began as purely social activities taking on a different character only after 
WEINBAUM entered. However, they remained“ semi-social while I was present and 

_ there was no evidence that they constituted’ Communist. Party meetings, I ; 
believe that TSIEN was present at not more than. two. of the later meetings 
_ that included WEINRAUM," Generally, with regard to his appraisal of the 
Subject, PARSONS stated, "From my association with Dr. TSIEN, I have no 
. reason to doubt his loyalty to the United States." ne 


Oe, * : 





LA 65-857 . : ; ; 
oo, cs mo . ; wil Lika 
, ‘Information has previously been set forth in reports in this 
i case to the, effect that GUSTAVEKALBRECHT has stated that he recalled TSIEN 
’ as being in attendance at CP nigetings in Pasadena during 1939. Recently an 
. ALBRECHT was recontacted for verification of his statement in this” regard. 
‘At the time of this latter interview, ALBREGHT advised that he had been 
mistaken about the information that he had previously furnished concerning 
TSIEN. He stated that it was quite possibly a misunderstanding on the.part 
of himself and the interviewing agent: He advised that he had stated that - 
.. he was personally acquainted.with TSIEN since 1938 when both were students 
- at Caltech, but that he did not mean to imply thereby that TSIEN had ever 
been in attendance at any CP meetings, and that. he, after due consideration, 
Was now positive that TSIEN was not present at any CP meetings which he 3 
ALBRECHT, attended, . 





; ‘Files of T-~2; another government agency which ‘conducts security 
investigations, were reviewed and it w S found that its records reflected that 
in 1942 TSIEN HSUE .SHEN, aka Dr. H. s Orstan, was a Communist and regularly 
| _ , attended Communist meetings in Pasadena. These meetings, according to the 
files of this agency, were also attended by FRANK J. MALINA. These files 
| . described TSIEN as an alien who in 192 was a research fellow in the Aeronau-. 
' tics Department of-the California Institute of Technology. . > 


_ the’ informant was’ reliable, but that he did not wish to disclose his name; 
adding further that in any case the informant to whom this information was - 


e 


a ‘The files of T~2 also reflect that one H. S. TSIEN of 280 Ss. 
Michigan Avenue » Pasadena, appeared on the Subscription list: of the Daily | 
People's World in 1939. The files reflect that the above information was. 
furnished in December, 1941, by T-lh, who is considered reliable by T-2, 

- T-, believed reliable, was contacted during January, 1950, at - 
which time he stated that, he was. not the ‘original source 'of this information. 
. and that he did not know from whom he received the information that he made 
available. to-T~2,' , a ' 
. Dr. D. &. HUDSON, Professor at the California Institute of . 

Technology, Pasadena, California, who had been given by the Subject as a, a 
' . reference in connection With‘ the latter's emplo ent, was interviewed, at which 
time he advised he had known Subject for ‘about six or ‘eight years and that he 

believes him to be loyal to the United States,. 





é 
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. T-5, whose-reliability is unknown, on January hy, 1950, was_ 
interviewed and advised that in connection with research work being carried 

on in the Aeronautics Department at Caltech he has been throm into rather 
close contact with the Subject. He advised that as a result of their daily 
contact in connection with research problems for the past year, he- feels that 
he knows Subject rather well in a Scientific way and, further, that this asso- 
ciation has also been on a Social basis. .He advised that he and his wife have 
entertained and have been entertained by the TSIENs at one another's homes 

and that he.feels that he knows both of these individuals rather well. 

'  “ This source stated during the year -he has: been associated with 
TSIEN that he has never had any occasion to discuss politics with him and that 
he deduced from this that TSIEN evinced no interest in politics as such in that 
had there been such an interest. on his part he would have taken advantage of 
the many opportunities that had arisen for such discussion. This source stated 


_ further .that’ nothing has ever come to. his: attention éither from his personal 


knowledge or from hearsay which would cause him to believe that the Subject - 
was anything but: loyal to the United States, .. a 


_, Mrs. ELIZABETH GILBERT, 360 E, Buena Loma Court, Altadena, 
advised on interview on January , 1950, that she had been the Subject's 


‘landlady from January, 1941, until July, 1946, during the time the Subject was 


Single and was in attendance at Caltech or was later employed at the Jet Pré- 
pulsion Laboratory, Mrs, GILBERT advised that since June, 1949, she has again 


' , become ,Subject's iandlady in that on his return from Boston he had. arranged 


with her to reht a major portion of her home which he and his wife dnd baby 


. now occupy as a Separate apartment. Mrs. GILBERT advised that since Subject 


returned from Boston, possibly due to his changed marital State,..she has had. . 


. Very, little’ occasion to see or talk to him. She likewise states that she has~ 


had very little occasion to become acquainted with Subject's wifé and that 


‘her discussions with her have been. limited to daily pleasantries, 


, '. Mrs. GILBERT advised that during the period the Subject was 
Single and roomed at her home She felt that she knew him rather well, She — 


Stated further that during this period: nothing had ever arisen-.which caused 
her in any viay to doubt his loyalty’ to the United States, ; “ 


¢ 


~ 
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- PENDING - 
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+ At the-time JOHN W. PARSONS was interviewed, he mentioned that 
.,2n the original social group, which included himself,. the Subject and FRANK 
AWALINA, was another individual’ by “the name of EDAPORMAN. Later, in discussing 


personal conversations that he fad with these individuals with regard to 

: Communism and SIDNEY WEINBAUM, he mentioned that ED FORMAN was strictly in 
=. accord with his,, PARSONS', views, which were directly opposed, to those of 
| ‘ WEINBAUM and MALINA, : : é 


~ ‘ 























* 


Angeles to New York City in one-hour, This article described the Subject as a 


"Chinese~born rocket expert from Caltech," 


: The following, investigation was conducted by the Albany’ Office, - 
Ser results of which investigation were reported in letter dated October 20, 
' GUO. : 7 


‘|. ~ ‘Examination of records in the office of the Secretary, Cornell 
nivgysity, Ithaca, New York, reflected the following information concerning . | 
YUNG"HUAT*KUO, Assistant Professor. of Aeronautical Engineering at Cornell,» - 
who -is' undoubtedly identical with the individual described ag Y, ELAKNO, or’ KU. 
c According to the records of the Secretary of Cornell University, 
KUO received his M.A, Degree from Toronto University in 191 and his Ph.D, ' : 
Degree from‘the Califortiia Institute of Technology in 1945, He was employed. - ° 
by. Cornell University on October 9, 1946, as an instructor in Aeronautical 
Engineering, On April 26; 1917, ‘he was. promoted to the rank of Assistant . | 
Professor ‘of Aeronautical Engineering and continues to be employed in that : 
_ capacity at Cornell University at the present time, His residence address is - 
- listed as 218 Utica Street, Ithaca, New York. The records reflected-that KUO. 
is married, .but no information was available in the records concerning his wife. | 
. The indices -of the Albany Office reflected no information  _ A 
pertaining to KUO, ° . < | 
ge . Mrs. W. R. SEARS, 206 Valley Road, Ithaca, New York, is the wife 
- of WILLIAM R. SEARS, Director of the "Cornell ‘Graduate School of Aeronautical 
Engineering, whose residence address is listed ‘on Cornell records as 206 Valley 
Road, Ithaca, New York. The records of the Secretary of Cornell reflect that 
Mr. WILLIAM R. SBARS -was employed by Cornell University on July 1, 1946, as the 


me ‘. Poin’ 
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(U) 7 one .Air mail,. postmarked Hong Kong; sender, C, FXTSIEN, 1 


Advisory Board of the United States Air Force. 


_ mail received by the Subject at his residence, 387 5, a PD Court, 


conducted: with SA RICHARD K. 
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= eat ee rennet 
first Director of Cornell's new Graduate School ef Aeronaut 


‘The files of the Albany Office contain no information concerning 


Subversive or otherwise questionable activities or associations of Professor 
or Mrs, SEARS, . is Q 


—t . TH6, a reliable informant who has been in a position to note the 


Altadena,” furnished the following list of: mail: received: / 
ed 







Date Sender gon 


12/12/49*Marrer, 809 Fairfield Circle, Pasadena 5, Calif, - 

ie Dr. H. WXCHIEN, 525 Young Street, Winnipeg, Canada 

&1/6/50° M. HXKNo, Cornell University, Ithaca, ‘New York: 

December : ~ 2 3 

(illegible) wW, DoNwoo, £6 Longfellow Road, Arlington, Massachusetts 
“KMILLER, 55 Revere Street, Boston, Massachusetts 


Lane 1032, Yu-Yuen Road » Shanghai, Chinas (notation on 
back of envelope, "Yuig, I am the one who took this from. 
- |. Shanghai, Regards, F.C,") 
12/2h/49 |itrs, §. We. NT N,; 80 The Ferwa: 
12/28/9 J Mrs. SvAPENNER, 397 W, Foothill Boulevard, Altadena, Calif,’ 
" SHAOKWENYUYAN, 67=66 LO8th Street, Forest Hills, Long 





1/6,12/50:S, Y ALIANGYEIN, 331 Harvard Street, Cambridge, Mass, - 
/1 Taouraewu, h7h ; anada * 


1/20/50 Postmarked Hong Kong; Mrs, JANE TZAWONG, Reynolds Metals 
' Company, China Division, 83 Yu-Yueir Road, Shanghai, China 
1/23/50 WINIFREDKVAN? UYL, Salisbury School, Salisbury, Connecticut. 


Portions’ of the investigation reflected in this réport were 
SCHWAB who was conducting a Loyalty of Government 


e ’ 
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Employees investigation in conriection with the case entitled, "HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, 
aka John M@decker, Consultant - Appointee, Naval Ordnance Laboratory, so 
Department of Navy, White Oak, Maryland.! The following individuals were 


contacted by the reporting agent jointly with SA SCHWAB: 
| | JOHN.W. PARSONS =~ | : : 


GUSTAVE A. ALBRECHT -° | . Bie 


The interview with Dr. D. EB. HUDSON reflected herein was 
conducted by SA SAMUEL G. McELDOWNEY. ° 


a) 


. 
an 4 . s 
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THE LOS ANGELES DIVISION 


CEADS. 


' 





-« 


~~ 


At Pasadena, California: Will maintain contact with neighbor- 


hood and Caltech campus sources of information to determine the current 
activities of the Subject. 


At Los Angeles, California: Will locate and interview ED 


FORMAN in order to obtain from him his knowledge of any CP activity on the 


part of the Subject in 1939 while both were students at Caltech, 


Department who 


= 


Will reinterview L. A. WHITE, Captain of the Los Arigeles Pélice - 
has stated. that he would make, additional inquiry among his 


previous informants with regard to any CP activity.on the part of the Subject. 


- 











. 
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- 
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[J] twenisned to sa navip W. waa during 1913. 


Sg ih soe Aust, a tevin ny si: cat x. 


‘SCHWAB in. January, 1950. 


and” 
as furnished Lig 50 to 
RICHARD K SCHWAB, - 





Mail cover: placéd with 
California, on the re 
Loma Court; Altadena. 
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"| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ‘ paGHARD itarer: ROSANGE,, S: ho ‘on’ “intesriew aditbjed re 
7 7 membership in Proféssional Unit: Number 122: of oe HRD [pS 
Communist Party-in Pasadena until June, 1939 » has re oe 

, “MO recollection- of: Subject. “ED FORMAN, tho. was: 

. assoclated with subject. in pioneer rocket re~ a oe. 
_.., Search at Call Lech, statés to his ‘knowledge -: - | gw 





: at subject had no Communi s't. sympathies or. connection =; os 
-, ° with Communist: -Pdrtye” NATHAN EISEN, hoon | °°. es, re 
Vane interview. admitted membérship ‘in Professional’ - ere oo 








.” ? Unit Number 122 of the Communist Party ‘i 2 


| Pasadena a during 1987, does not a! iain! TION CONT AINE 1 
ee ae . HEREIN IS Wee EDIE, cd 


ote 
a 

+ . 
. 






ae ee ae ¥ Op) 
{| DErATIS: 7 (Qn-Maych: 1, 1856) 2 ‘and Barch 145 1950, RicHARD’ Tame osha 7 zi om 
Donde - 2: ° ‘Waa interviewed’ at -his ‘home -at 1023- Gothic Sey ee -Pamona,- Calin oo 
' \} fornia, ” by the. .writer and Special. Agent’ WILLTAM C. PATTERSONe .- At ‘the. tine - 7 
i. | he was interviewed on these ‘occasions, ROSANOFF readily: ‘admitted: that he. had = 7 
in *}] been a member of Seana. Unit | Namber '122..0f. the’ Communist: Party; ae Pas cy 
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fy eee “antth parbiowlas: pcaaly to. ‘bind, he. stated: that he: last: Sam ge 
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oe - ROSANGEE: ‘stated ‘that hig reoolle obion. ‘oF: the: actual aaibees of ‘the . oe 
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a ee: “Tananise, ROBANGER siabea: that" auring’ the: ert od: ‘eek ny Rawiicer, vse ome 

.* |. Was identified. with the Communist Party, he, waa quite ‘close to WBINBAUM . 

die os and felt ‘that -he’ wag fairly: conversant ‘with: the complement. of: WEINBAUM'S © 

aw Gives. of: frieridse -He stated: that to the ‘best "of his. "knowledge, he’ Oba?" ee RGIS te 
.» °° "Served no contact: betweeh | the” ‘Subject: ox” WEINBAUM prior to.June of: "$939;° 7 iG | 
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| ‘per 5 of, ‘anknown reliability, was’ interviewed. | on ‘February. 28; "1950, . re 
fa esinbice time she advised that she hag. been: attempting’ to- observe the cur- * |: 
“ie 4 xent aétivities of the. Bubject, both on and Off the campus, and-that to ‘- 



























peli s the best of- ‘her knowledge, “ the ‘subject spends | ‘long’ ‘hours in ‘the Gugenheimn Yee Spe 
w! 2 9) Aeronautical: ‘Laboratory on’. This ‘source, has also’ ‘beén ‘able to.- er ees an 
ae i, indirectly observe™ the. social activities ‘of: the. Stbject,. ‘and: she advises. .: Bn Sa GE 
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ofthe subject. |He: stated that; iis principal “source, OF information was : 
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/ STANDARD FCRM NO. 64 
Pda eet 


Office Memor$rdum * UNITED crates GOVERNMENT 


«7° > Director, FBI ALL INF ORMATION CONTAINED?“=' March 30s 1990 
Peron sac, tos angeres HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEN Ds] 





i DATE 4 [2 SPY ALES ee 
(“df SUBJECT: or. aun Seen here, wa, . BY ° mv 
hype ESPIONAGE -R be] 
{ Bufile 65-5857 : GF] 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent ARTHUR C, WITTEN- 
BURG, Los Angeles » dated March 30, 1950, in the above-captioned matter » Which 
is being forwarded as an enclosure herewith, 


y .were friendly. Additionally, he stated that ‘TSIEN had been friendly with 


CHIEN. With regard to this latter individual, he stated that he believed be 
5 him to be a Chinese Communist, and that he had, in fact, returned to China b7D 
4 to fight for the Communist forces there. . . 
“ 





with that conducted with reference to SIDNEY WEINBAUM, six members of the Profes- 


In connection with the investigation conducted in this case, together KA 
sional Unit Number 120 of the Communist Party during the year 1939 have been 


Inasmuch as the information which has been provided by has proved to b2 
be factual, it is felt that his information in thig regard is in alt probability —- 
correct, but that quite possibly the activities of the subject in this case in ap 


any 
distinct recollection of the pEbjest's having been in attendance at a meeting. 
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Investigation in this case has likewise disclosed that. there appears 
to be a continuing friendship between TSTEN and WEINBAUM, and that this friend- 
ship has continued up to the present time. It will be recalled that WEINBAUM | 
has been named by all members of the Section interviewed as being the. 
unquestioned leader of the group, and they have likewise stated that he Was - 
SO outspoken in his beliefs that his reputation at.Cal Tech generally was 
that he was very pro-Commnist and was believed by theato be known by many - - 
people, not members of’ the Section, that ‘lie was, in. fact, a, card-carrying: * 


-been close personal friends of. long standing, and it is for this reason that 
TSIEN continues to associate with WEINBAUM, -even.though he realizes he may 

thereby bring suspicion upon himself, - These same individuels likewise point 
out that it. is logical to assume ‘that TSIEN, by reason of this 


‘< with WEINBAUM, must-have known at least that he was very pro-Communist,. in ~ 


his belief, and that in Spite of this knowledge, he arranged WEINBAUM's employ~ - ae 


-ment.on a classified Project engaged in scientific military research. 


JOHN BERGNER, Provost Marshal of the Air Material Command, Los Angeles rs 
8 clearance 
ed information is presently under consideration, and 
*ssion of thé results of the Bureau's investigation in 
‘this matter, which-have been disseminated to them through: the usual channels, 


_...._ +Your attention is likewise directed to the fact that this and other - 

_ offices recently conducted a Loyalty of Government Employees ‘investigation with 
Ject of this case, in that he ig presently employed as‘a 

consultant by the Neval Ordnance Laboratory at White Oak, Maryland. 


sie It is the suggestion of this office that the Bureau give consideration 
_ at this time to the granting of permission to interview. the subject of this 
_ case, . eh oe 7 ae, Tee ehh ae 


| ° Investigation thus far, as-has been pointed out, has failed to establish 
- any recent. pro-Communist activity on-the part of the subject, with the possible 


2. 


close association . 
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exception of his association with WEINBAUM. ‘:ASs has been pointed out > eo 
explained -2t—Least—to—some—exctenth, it is believed,that this association continues 
by reason of long-time personal friendship. ° tt 


As has been pointed out previously in reports of this case » membershiP- 
yt dare doubtless accurate to the extent at least ae 

that the subject was issued a Communist Party card during 1939; however » it. b7D 

will be recalled that information obtained from other members of the same Sec- 

tion reflects that they either had no knowledge of the subject or that they - 

recalleditg: activity as being quite limited. Likewise, individuals interviewed 

have stated that the subject is very aloof and taciturn, and it appears very 

doubtful that he would make any expression of any pro-Communist sympathies . 

if they were present at this time,-in that he realizes that to do so would 

seriously jeopardize his chances for being cleared for work on classified 

projects, . : ; 





The additional ‘thought is edvanced that in ‘the event subject would 
admit to his owm Communist Party membership and that, of SIDNEY WEINBAUM, that 


In view of the reasons outlined in the foregoing, it is my desire that 


. you give consideration to the granting of permission for agents of my office 


to interview the: subject of this case in the near future. It appears that there 


him, and further, it appears that an interview with him-at this time would not 
jeopardize the current investigation of any cases,including that of SIDNEY WEINBAUM. 


This case will receive continuing attention by agents of this office, 


and no steps will be taken or overtures made toward interview with the subject 
until your desires have been made known to me. ot | mc 
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’ There are neing: furnished for. your. Sn formation pho tostatic- copies’. 
of ‘the following reports: made. in . connection with ‘the Loyalty 
- investi gation of enp sted Subject. 55s 


or ae ee 
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Uiggts 4 . 3 . a * 


Report. of ScAs thomas % Loveriing, dated’ Sintingy'a 495" “i980; at. 


$8 be a woe aia 


“Newark, New. Jersey. "y Bey 


: . Report: of S.A. Paul Kotontes, dated. January . al; 1950,. at. 
eS Ciererend Ohio." ee : . Sta 


° 7“ . 
whe 


" Report: of Sek> Wl’ @ Forsyth, dated January oh, ? 1950, at - 
"Washington, De Ce ae 


eteas 
i. wy: 


Report ‘Of Si: Totih . Fe ‘Gallaghans- ‘dated’ Saniary 28, 
_. New York; * New York. fe 88 a 
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. » 1, by offices other than Los Angeles, any information was gained which might 
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a, oe ESPIONAGE. — Re Pe ten cate 2% "ee Bee 
| ‘Re report of SA RICHARD i. SOHTAR, Los togstocy fated — 205. - ee 
_ 49505 in the first captionsd matter, . cee 


- " his report reflected the recults of invests’ condus ted. by to 
this office in the ahove-captioned Loyalty of Government Employees case. 3. tt 
Pertinont portions of this, report ars being incorporated in an investigative .. -. r 
report heing written under the second caption, Coes = current i eee Sema ee war ot 


3 Sheree being conducted by this offices ce) me 


on 4 it is requested thet the ‘Bureau tn’ the first eaphionsd patter o : , : ea 
_ its filés to determina if, aga result of investigation conducted - = 


ba of value in the current: a ane ae consist wet an m espionage: 

eine in tris. offic ee ere - on Be oy at 

” In the event sudh ‘Information of Yaine’ 46 ened: it ‘ite ere Poe 
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CONFIDENTIAL - 





rates "ny 8, 1950 | es 


To: ' -Direstor of Intelligence 
. General Staf? . 
Department of the 4 Army 
The Pentagon ° - a re ne 
Washington, De Be 


Attention: ‘Uhiee, ‘Seourity and tebntnd ariup 
‘From: John wdgar Hoover, Director, ‘Federal ‘Barean of Investigation 


Subject: DR. HSUE-SHEN ‘ESTEN, ct ood 
- John NH." Decker” - - Se ae . we 
coanicls Roe, ey a ns 
_ Reference ts made to your memorandum dated april ‘Us, 1950, . _ : - 
which requested advice as to whether or not action taken by the army- . _ . 


Navy~Air Force Personnel security. Board in regard to captioned snc vidual, 
ALL jeopardize any. investigation presently being conducteds- rs moe tO 


fe Action taken by the Army“Navy-Air Force ‘Personnel. Security: | _ 
. Board in regard to Dr. Hsue-Shen Tsien will. not interfere with our’. ae 
current investivations. However; in’ any use made of the material - ae 
previously furnished you, ‘regarding hin, :it'is requested that no —- - _ oa 
a thd Ber be wade of the fact that the infopustion was > furnished. by ep 
; is Galle ; . a too St ee ay 
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TO : A. H. Belm DATE: May 26, 1950 





FROM : G. &. Hennrich 








SUBJECT: acer an wa ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


ESPIONAGE = R HERE 


| 1S UNCLASSIFIED ee —— 
Purposes . DATEYbula BY SR3tuel Ks, ci | 


To secure your authority to interview captioned scientist who 
| {is a Professor of Aeronautics at the California Institute of Technology 
and Consultant to the Jet Propulsion Laboratory of that university, 
which engages in highly classified rocket research. 
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Background: 


Investigation of subject was begun in February, 1949, when a 
scientist connected withthe Jet Propulsion Laboratory at Cal-Tech advised 
the Los Angeles Office that he had reservations concerning the loyalty of 
the subject and several other employees of the Laboratory. The loyalty 
‘of the subject was questioned primarily because of his association with 


Sidney Weinbaun, whom the complainant described as an outspoken pro-Communist 2 
individual, b7DB 


The’ Los Angeles files checked as a result of the above reveale 
subject, Weinbaum and others had been reported -by Pd 
who had access to Communist Party records) as Communist Party members in 1939. 

Investigation of Weinbaum, which was also begun in February, 1949, 
established his membership in the Communist Party; primarily from the 

' Statements of six Communists who have identified him as the leader of the 
Communist Party unit which existed in 1939. As a result of our investigation, 


Weinbaum was denied access to classified information and his case is now 
being considered by the Department fr prosecution for perjury. 


X 

The same six ex-Communists have been unable to verify the member— & °s 
ship of Tsien, Only one recalls his attendance at a Communist Party meeting Log - 
in 1939. Investigation has established, however, that Tsien's friendship ve 
with Weinbaum dates back to 1939 and they continue as close friends to 
in spite of Weinbaum's clearance difficulties, which are known to Tsieb” 
Investigation has determined that Tsien actually arranged Weinbaum's being 
hired at the JPL. Informants are of the opinion that Tsien must have known 
the pro-Communist feelings of Weinbaum at that time. 


. A loyalty investigation of Tsien was recently conducted due to his 
employment as a part-time consultant -at -the Naval Ordnance Plant, White Oak ’ 
Maryland, This furnished no additional pertinent information. 
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The Army-Navy-Air Force-Personnel Security Board is presently 
reconsidering the question of subject's clearance for access to classified 
information. : 


The Ios Angeles Office has requested authority to interview Tsien 
concerning his own past Commmist Party membership, and has pointed out 
that in the event he was cooperative, additional evidence to prove a 
perjury violation against Weinbaum would be secured. It is pointed out 
that subject is not yet a citizen and. this may assist in gaining his 
cooperation. 







Recommendation: 













That Ios Angeles be authorized to interview subject. If you 
agree, there is attached a letter to the Los Angeles Office furnishing 


necessary authority. 
VA; ! 
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4 Pam 10 FROM LOS ANGELES 20 2-50 PM 
DIRECTOR ‘URGENT 


ALL INFORMATION sre 
cd iS ce ee 3 ‘ 


Ousu2anerrsiE0, WAS oe poanent en SEVENTEEN nee? 
INTERVIEWED JUNE NINETEEN LAST BY AGENTS. STATES THAT HE HAD NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF POSSIBLE DENIAL OF CLEARANCE BY MILITARY AUTHORITIES), 
BUT THAT AFTER INTERVIEW BY AGENTS WENT TO DRe “FRED LINVALL, CHAIR 
MAN OF HIS DEPARTMENT, AND OFFERED TO TENDER HIS RESIGNATION« STATES) 


“yl 


He? 
t 
oo 
5 
7 i) 


t 
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THAT HE WAS PROMPTED TO DO SO ON THEORY THAT QUOTE HE WAS GUEST! ia 
THE HOUSE IN THAT HE WAS NOT A CITIZEN OF UeSe AND SINCE “CLOUD logy! eB 
SUSPICION HAD FALLEN UPON HIM, HE THOUGHT THAT THE GENTLEMANLY THING . 
TO DO WAS FOR THE GUEST TO DEPART END QUOTE. IN COURSE OF INT eVIEB | 
TSIEN AGAIN FLATLY DENIED ANY KNOWLEDGE AS TO HOW HIS NAME AND), ‘ALTAS o 
ATTRIBUTED TO HIM COULD HAVE APPEARED ON CP RECORDS. SUBJECT st, ATFRes 
HE WAS WELL AWARE OF THE THEORIES ¥F COMMUNISM BEFORE HIS ENTRY. “INTO”! : J 
UeSe FROM CHINA. LISTED HIS CLOSEST poe IN THIRTY NINE bs a 


FRANK YHALINAs MARTIVSUUNERFIELD, AND SIDN 


JEINBAUM. STATED he: NEVE 
WAS QUOTE DIRECTLY END QUOTE SOLICITED TO MEMBERSHIP IN CP OR @ one 
STUDY GROUP END QUOTE, BUT IN RE, ies SOLICITATION ¥ WA a 
PEEN RECEIVED, IT WOULD HAVE CO OM THR ANAMED aks THREE HAD: , 
MORE THAN THE AVERAGE STUDENT-S ee a fro NO Wb aliete OF comMurisi 
SUBJECT, AS pRRSULT OF THIS ASSOCIATION, SUBSCRIBED TO AND READ PEOPLES 
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PAGE TWO : 
WORLD. COULD NOT RECALL WHO SOLICITED SUBSCRIPTION. SAID HIS INTEREST |f 
WAS BASED ON PAPER-S SYMPATHETIC POSITION TOWARD CHINA WHICH HE DID | 
NOT FIND IN OTHER PRESS. HE RECALLED THAT DURING THIRTY NINE PARTI- 
CULARLY WEINBAUM AND OTHER TWO WERE DEFINITELY INTERESTED IN LOYALIST 
CAUSE IN SPAIN. SUBJECT-S ENTIRE POSITION AS SUMMED UP BY HIM SEEMS 
TO BE THAT UNLESS HE WERE IN POSSESSION OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE, HE 
COULD NOT MAKE ANY DEFINITE ASSERTIONS AS TO THE PARTICIPATION OF HIS 
ABOVE NAMED ASSOCIATES IN CP ACTIVITIES. SUBJECT MAINTAINS HE HAS 
NOTHING FURTHER TO SAY ON SUBJECT, BUT IS WILLING TO BE INTERVIEWED 
AGAIN. | 
HOOD 
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DRe HSUE-HSEN CciEN, ESPIONAGE- R. REURTEL JUNE SIXTEEN LAST. 
SUBJECT WAS INTERVIEWED JUNE SIX LAST. supyrcr DENIED THAT HE HAD 
EVER BEEN MEMBER OF cp anp HAD NO EXPLANATION AS To How HIS NAME 
TOGETHER WITH PARTY ALIAS OF JOHN y. ECKER COULD HAVE APPEARED on PARTY 
RECORDS, DENIED HE HAD EVER KNOWN OF ANY CP ACTIVITY AT caL TECH OBR ; 
PASADENA DURING PERTINENT PERIOD, SUBJECT STATES HE WAS INSTRUMENTAL 

IN SECURING EMPLOYMENT FoR WWEINBAUM AT JET PROPULSION Lab IN. 
NINETEEN FORTY Six, states AT THAT TIME HAD NO RESERVATIONS agouT _ 


STATES HE NOW Has RESERVATIONS CONCERNING WEINBAUM=S LOYALTY Because {| van 
HE KNOWS OF WEINBAUN-s RECENT CLEARANCE DIFFICULTY, STATES HE sti, / 
DOES NOT HAVE DIRECT KNOWLEDGE THAT WEINBAUM MAY HAVE ‘BEEN IMPLICATED 

IN CP AcTIvity, TODAY SUBJECT was aaa CQLLY CONTACTED AND was oj 
QUESTIONED AS TO WHETHER HE wisurp To DE # Wieeving. stance - ae ip 
HAD NOTHING | > rua ate i? ‘Bat 

FURTHER TO SAY AND THAT “Ss TEMENTS"GohapoHa VE TO STAND 
AS GIVEN, SUBJECT ADVISED THAT HIS RESIGNATION FROM CAL TECH IS UN- 
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PAGE TWOsscecceees 
CHAIRMAN OF DIVISION, BUT HAS RECEIVED NO ANSWER. SAYS THAT: HE FEELS 
THAT RESIGNATION AND RETURN TO CHINA HIS ONLY AVENUE LEFT. ON JUNE 
FOURTEEN LAST PROVOST MARSHALL, AIR MATERIAL COMMAND HERE ADVISED HE 
HAD LEARNED FROM NAVY SOURCE THAT SUBJECT HAD BEEN DENIED ACCESS 
TO CLASSIFIED MATERIAL. SUBJECT STATED .AT CONCLUSION THAT HE WOULD LIKE 
_ TO DISCUSS WITH AGENTS HIS THOUGHTS WITH REGARD TO HIS RESIGNATION. 
TENTATIVE APPOINTMENT HAS BEEN MADE FOR MONDAY AM NEXT. WILL ADVISE 
RESULTS INTERVIEW. | 
. HOOD 
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TO; ' A helnont . . DATE: June 19, 1950 _ 
~ we Mr. Tolyon ° 
fom sy BED Piel Ee 
aa i. Ladd 
SUBJECT: “TSIEN HSUE-SHEN — ie Rosen ——— 
INTERNAL SECURITY ier Gur ngs 
; urs Mohr 
a Lieutenant Colonel David Bs Borden, Jr.e, of OSI, telephonically - irs guia faa — 
v advised Special Agent 0. H. Bartlett on June 16, 1950, that the above it 
individual, a non-quota immigrant employed at California Technical lies Gandy, 


_Inatitute, Pasadena, California, recently resigned his position for the. ~°7 
purpose of returning to China. Colonel Borden advised that the subjec , 
, was associated with Weinbaum and in view of this desired to notify the Bureau, 


The above facts were telephonically furnished to Supervisor Kolar of 
the Espionage Section immediately upon receipt of the information by Special 


Agent Bartlett. = ALL INFORMATIONCONTAINED Labo 
ACTION: HEREIN {S UNCLASSIFIED pT 
rt is recom DANE Heelee BYSPACLEICO to Supervisor Kolar: 


in the Espionage Section for his information, 
OHB :mls ) 
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- Wee oe os ‘s : ee “ ° ees mes oe ; 
of’ the Liaison Section,’ called -at. 5230: ‘da tp 
epresentative had telephonically furnished him the above ' 
¥ further information was available to OSI, . 
i d at the ‘Jet Propulsion. Laboratory of Caltech, - 
ormant, Was 4 Communist: Party ‘member in 1937 - a 
Dos Subject ig still a‘élose associate: of. Wéinbaim, | Taves-" i i _ 
io ats ‘establish espionage. activities or bdditional: evidence! te 


Fine embershitp. - Los :angeles: has ‘been’ authorized to interview. (2: 
AP: suljject: regarding ‘past. Commnist.-Party: membership: on his Part end: ‘on the part“. * 
: oo oF Weinbaum, ’ Who; wag’ arrested today- for Perjury. JS: - apie! . 















* RECORDED = Sa eo 0s? s 8 B: pg Oe vfs ie 


ae pTey. Jy Het “ 


3 
Fs 
. ha a. 2 . 
Ng ota { . 

pa . we ~ oa ‘ _ * 

_? : 4 oot . 

1 cow, . . “os , ce . 

- a a me, 7 oe v “i Sal . 
of . . ¢ 

. . . 


os a Set 
Mee } i Te s 
toy Fa 
. am 
- . 
‘eo. . a * its ty a . 
. tae oo . . . . 
on me re oo 
Sue 4 - oe . . 
. . 
. : “4 . 
. re, tae ‘ . ° 
ry . ‘ e . tious 
4 . 
os . + . . . 


wae ge 
er es “a 






Pp... beret ak Neal tal arp aie 
o*'7U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICT 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


1s 


Mr. Toleon 












Tin Ledd HU 
Mr, Clegg 
Tr, Glavix . oe 
Mr, Wckoly 


JUN 2951950 i egae 7 
ie, | hehe | 
TELETYPE [oenepez 
i . 


WHSHINGTON 17 FROM LOS ANGELES 


























wena 






Mr. Neacg 





ot peennemenee 


DIRECTOR DEFERRED 
‘V) 


8 


Q 
HSUECSHEN TSIEN, ESP. Re REBUTEL TWENTY EIGHT. SUBJECT | 
ADVISED OF DENIAL OF CLEARANCE TO CLASSIFIED INFORMATION BY NAVY 
ne ere ee eae Ee ee 
JUNE TWENTIETH. CALTECH OFFICIALS ADVISE THEY ARE INITIATING APPEAL 


_oeanrerneanmen = 


IN SUBJECTS BEHALF. IT APPEARS UNLIKELY IN VIEW OF THIS THAT 





SUBJECT IS ACTUALLY RESIGNING. APPEARS MERELY "GESTURE" ON HIS 
PART. ONI STATEMENT RE EMBARRASSMENT PROBABLY MEANS SUBJECT 
PERSONALLY BECAME EMBARRASSED UPON LEARNING OF INVESTIGATION 
RATHER THAN THAT HE WAS EMBARRASSED BEFORE COLLEAGUES. REPORT 

| 5-F°E TH— 
DETAILING RESULTS OF INTERVIEW IN DICTATION poi 
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. ir. 
Admiral Carl Espe, Deputy Director of GNI, has advised the - ies dangy——— 
Liaison Section that the above~captioned subject hag resigned -his . oa: 
position at the California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California, . . os 


Admiral Espe indicated that the reason for subject's resignation wags given 
art of the FBI, ! 





It is suggested that this memorandum be forwarded to the Espionage 


@ 


Section for the attention of Supervisor Kolar. 


CDDslae | a 3 iy, ‘he | 
ADDENDUM (WAK/ehw) 


Subject .is a. scientist, employed at the ‘Jet oromaathe Laboratory of 
-tech, and according to’a reliable informant, was a Communist Party member in 
<»37 with Sidney Weinbaum. Subject is still a closé associate of Weinbaun. 


“vestigation has failed to establish espionage Ose nal evi 
i Pg 


dence ' 
Communist Party membership. 





| | “REC aren | 
Los Angeles recently eORDED. 5 1364 ct hich-ime he deAik 
past or present membership and claimed’ he was 


nbaum's past pi? 
“Phpty membership. Subject is an alien. vs oN ve 


ob AGGns$t 
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: 7 OTHERWISE / a 
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a ganase that Admiral Carl Espe, Deputy Director of ONI, dbftacted rs 7, 
the Idaison Section on June 27, 1950, and stated that the above-captioned [HEY 
P| 


individual has resigned his position at the CG a Institute of Technolo 
| resignation was given as “embarrassment caused b investigation on the part Neha 
of the FBI,! seta “Wh. 











Pasadena, Californias ral spe indicated that the reason for subject's 
















There follows a summary of information _conrarns ne_subject-aiid the 
circunstances surrounding hi signation-as—reperted~by.the Tas Angele: s Office. 
yy SCEGROOND . | OLASSIFIE 
Birth and Citizenship WECLAS 


Subject was born at Shanghai ,- China, ‘on September 2, 1909. He is a WA 
citizen of the Chinese Republic. Subject has resided in the United States 
since September 3, 1935, except for brief periods. On January 14, 1949, he 
filed an "application for certificate of arrival and preliminary form 

: declaration of intention to become a U. S. citizen." (121-21450-4,9,) 


Education and Employment 


Subjeot was educated at Chia-Tung University, Shanghai, China, 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and the Califomia Institute of —Y., 
Technology. He received his Ph. D. from the latter institution in 1939. | vA 










of the Goddard Foundation 
and consultant for 

' Laboratory is enga 
assumed this employme 
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BUREAU INVESTIGATION 


Basis 


Investigation of the subject was begun in May, 1949, on the basis 
of his employment on classified Government research and information-in the 
files of the Los Angeles Office. These files revedled that in late 1938; 
subject joined Professional Section Number 122 of the Commmist Party in b7D 
Pasadena, California. He was assigned the Party name, Jchn M. Deckex and 
1939 Commmist Party membership book number 1004. ‘his information was . 
fumished Los Angeles a | reliable informant who copied ‘ 
the data from the origin ommunis y records. It will be noted that 
this informant also furnished the names and membership récords of approximately 
15 other members of the Professional Section, including that of Frank 
Oppenheimer and Sidney Weinbaum. Approximately 7 of the individuals whose 
nanes were: furnished by the informant have admitted their past membership 
on interview and are to be witnesses against Sidney Weinbaum who was recently 
indicted for perjury and fraud against the Government. 


Additional basis for investigation of subject was a report received 
in February, 1949, from an employee of ,the Jet Propulsion Laboratory which 
stated that the employee had reservations concerning the loyalty of a group 
of scientists connected with the Laboratory. It was stated that Sidney Weinbaum 
headed this group, and that the subject who was also an employee of the 
Laboratory was a close social acquaintance of Weinbaum's. This report furnished 
no specific information concerming the individuals named. 


Results 


. The investigation of subject which began in May, 1949, has consisted 
primarily of interviews with those former members of the Commmist Party- who 
have admitted their past membership and are to testify against Weinbawm at his 
coming trial. The following evidence of subject's past Communist Party 

| mera and sympathies has been obtained in addition to that hereinbefore 
set out. 


1. Gustav Albrecht admitted his own membership in the Commmist 
Party in 1939, and stated that he had observed the subject at enough meetings 
to make it clearly apparent that the subject Imew of the rabid pro-Commmist 





















* 


sympathies of Weinbaum. Albrecht. also stated that he felt such attendance 

made the subject pro-Comunist in, 1939. At a later date, Albrecht retracted bé 
the information concerning the subject Stating that he must have been b7c 
misunderstood, (65=-58574~5) . 


-2e _—— another admitted member, advised on interview 
“October 26, 1929, that he remsmbered subject in attendance at meetings which 


he believed to be regularily convened meetings of the Commumist Party. (65=58574-12) 


3e In January, 1950, the files of the lth Naval District (Los Angeles) / 


Commmist. These files also revealed that the above name appeared on the 
(65es8pe aay of the "Peoples World" the west coast Commmist newspaper, 
5=58574=13 


4e- Investigation has revealed that subject in 1946 was instrumental 
in bringing Weinbaum into the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. Subject has continued 
dn close social contact with Weinbaum, in spite of his kmowLledge of the clearance 


he difficulties on the part of Weinbaun. 4 


By lettér from G-2 dated apyil 14, 1950; the Burean was advised that 
reyiew by the Army-Navy-Air Force Personnel 
sted to advise if action taken by that 


the case of the subject was ude 
Security Board. The Bureau was 
Board in “regard to-subject. would J 
G2 was advised that any action fen by thém would. not. jeopardize our 






*. 


INTERVIEW OF SUBJECT AND RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


On May 25, 1950, los Angeles was authorized to interview subject in 
an effort to secure an admission of his om Commumist Party membership and 
activities, as well as that of Weinbaum, whose case had been ordered presented 
to the United States Attorney at Los Angeles for prosecution for perjury. 
It was believed that subjects being an alien would assist in securing his cooperation. 


investigations To date the Buregu has ‘not been informed of any action taken. 


r 





On June 16, 1950, the date that Weinbaun was arrested, the Liaison 


Bureau that subject had resigned from Caltech and wag leaving for China. OSI 
On the same date, the | 
the facts surrounding 





log Angeles Office wag 
this resignation, ante 











By teletype dated Jue 17, 1950, Los Angeles advised that subject 
had been interviered on Jme 6, 1950, at which time he denied that he had 
ever been a member of the Commmist Party. ‘Subject had no explanation as to 
how his name could have appeared on Party records. He denied ever knowing 


expressed a desire to further discuss the matter of his resignations In 
the same commmication, Los Angeles advised that on June 14, 1949, OST 
infomed that office that subject had been denied access to classified 
material, According to OSI, this information came from a Navy source. 


Subject was again interviewed by Los Angeles on June 19, 1950; 
in accordance with his desire to discuss his resignation. Los Angeles 


a cloud of suspicion had fallen on him he thought the gentlemanly thing to go 
was for the guest to depart." At this interview, subject again denied 
membership in the Commmist Party and stated he was well aware of the theories 


sympathetic position toward China 9 Which he did not find in other press. 
Subject indicated that he was Willing to be. further interviewed by the Bureau. 


{o 








On June 28, 1950, Los Angeles was advised of the infomation 
furnished by Admiral Espe. Los Angeles was instructed to have no further 
contact with subject and to furnish any information pertaining to subject's 
resignation which has not been forwarded to the Bureau. 


LOYALTY INVESTIGATION 


By letter dated November 28, 1949, a loyalty investigation of subject 
was instituted on the basis of a report from CSC that subject had been appointed 
as a consultant with the Naval Ordnance Laboratory and CSC files contained a 
War Department report alleging that subject in 1942 was reported as either 
a Commmist Party member or direct sympathizer. With the exception of that 
information already set out, no derogatory information was obtained in the 
course of the loyalty investigation. : 


ACTION 


Nonee This is for your information. 
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REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
- WHICH MADEZ 26, F . ; 
SS LOS ANGELES 7/21/50 5/23335,16-18; ARTHUR C,. WITTENBURG KH 
TITLE : Ws : 3-93 td 3] CHARACTER OF CASE 
4 Cv & 20,27/50 . - 
“ DR. HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, was. | ESPIONAGE - R 
+ -f. ‘ = ad 
SYNOPSIS OF RACTS: e 
a U,, Individuals who knew members of original rocket research 
e\y2seroup, of which subject was a member, say they know of no - 

' . g Communist Party sympathi6s'or activities of subject during 

& %% 1937-190. ova LOW, who was solicited to Commmist. 
| at Party membership dur ing 1937, docs not know subjoct. In- 

ws formant states subject has tendered resignation to California 

| boy / Institute of Technology and may be roturning to China. 
| 6 ok " Subject was interviewed June 6 and 20, 1950. Dotails of 
| nae intorviews, together with subject's statomonts regarding 
| My \e- P resignation, set forth. On Juno 20 subject reccived notice 
of "denial of consont." Caltech officials initiated app 
és « v in subjoot's behalf, ALL INFORMATIO™ CONTAINED 
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: -P- HERE IS Ulkuuagon D ont 
DETAILS: DATEL ‘3 : GG- SRRCL SGGWY d- 


: As has previously beon reported in this saath the subject was asso- 
D greiated with cortain othor individuals who pioneered the research in tho 
a developnent of rockets on tho vampus of the California Institute of Technology 
(referred to horcinaftor ag Caltech) during tho approximato period 1938 through 
190. As has likewisa - been roported, this group, which worked on this 
jnitial rocket research, was rather close-knit and thoy spent considorable 
b Ip together in connection with both: their -rosearch and social activities. 
ve , 


°° @ The following individuals who wore close to this original rocket j 


oa, 3. 





















17,4 resoaerch wero intorviowed by tho reporting agont in an attempt to learn from 
Uh them any knowledge they might have concerning Communist Party sympathies or 
activitios on the part of tho subject and whether other members of this group 
were either Communist sympathizers or Communist Party members. 
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LA 65-857 ‘ 


On May 2, 1950, Dr. WILLIAM BOLLAY, head of the Eloctronics Division 
of North Amorican Aviation, Ine, at Downey, California, was interviowod by the 


On May 3, 1950, A. M. 0. SMITH wos interviewed by the reporting agont 
at his office at Douglas Aircraft Company, E1 Segundo, California, whoro he is 
employed ag an electronics engineer. SMITH said that he actually took up the 
work of rocket research whore BOLLAY left off and that he pursued it for 
approximately one year during 1938, but thot ot that timo he left the campus 
and lost track of tho reseorch as such, He said that it was just after his 
leaving that the rockot research group, which included the subject, actively 
took over in thig type of resoarch. SMITH stated that during this period he - 
was fairly woll acquainted with the members of thig group, including tho subject, 
but ho never heard anything whioh caused him to bolievo that the subject or any 
other members of the group wero mombors of the Communist Party or were sympa- 
thotic to Communist idoology. 


On May 5, 1950, DAVID R. YOUNG was interviewed by tho reporting agent 
at tho office of the Aerojet Engineering Company in Azusa, California, where 
ho is omployed as a rosoarch engineer. At the time of this.interviow, YOUNG 
stated that although not actually a member of the research Group which in- 
cluded the subject, ho was fairly conversant with thoir activitics ina 
scliontific way. He said that he was rathor closo to this group in the early 
days of thoir rosoaroh ond continued this association ofter their offorts had 
mot with success, and ~. the Jet Propulsion Laboratory at Calteoh and tho 
Aero jot Engineoring Company were founded, YOUNG said that he had no social 
contact with those individuals, but that, based on his ‘association with them 
in a scientifio way, he had novor gainod tho improssion that they were any~ 
thing but loyal to the United Statos. 


On the samo date, WILLIAM Cc. HOUSE, who is likowise an enginecr at 
Acrojet, was interviewed by tho roporting agent. HOUSE statod that he was 


period of about 190 onward 3 that actually he was associated with this group 


-2. 
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know, besod on porsonal observation, none of tho othor mombors of the group 
wore so disposod., HOUSE stated that during his tour of duty in tho Navy he 
heard oortain information which indicated that these individuals and tho 
subjoot might bo mombers of the Communist Party or oat least sympathizors 
therewith, He said that this information was recoived by him in connection 
with his official duties, but that he has never made ony disclosure thorcoof 
to anyone. He stated that upon learning of these facts he adopted o moro 
critical attitude toward the subject and carefully watched for any possible 
oxpressions on his part which would indicate pro~-Communist sympathies. Hoe 
said that sinco his return from the service he has mot with the sub ject 
periodically in sciontifioc conferences, but that he has nevor -noted anything 
whioh would indicate that subject oxpressed any pro-Communist belicfs or 
sympathios. 


On Moy 16, 1950, Mr. and Mrs. RICHARD B. CANRIGHT were intorviowoa 
on separate occasions. CANRIGHT is presontly a research engineer on liquid 
rockets at the Jot Propulsion Laboratory at Caltech. Both of theso individuals 

| stated that in late 1940 or carly 191 they became associated with rocket re~ 
soarch and that as a result they were thrown into fairly close contact with the 
previous rocket research group. They stated that nothing had ever come to 
their attention which would cause thom to have any reservations about tho 
loyalty of the subject. ~ th stated that they had heard rumors to the effect 
that F INA and MARTINNSUMMERFIELD were members of the Communist Party 
in approximately 1938-1939. Tho aforomentioned information, according to tho 
CANRIGHTS, was made available to them by ED FORMAN, who stated that ho in turn 
had heard it from JACK (JOHN W.) PARSONS. Each stated that after originally 

| loarning of this information, they were on the alert for any instances or 

_oxprossions of pro-Communist sympathios, but thoy heard none. 





On May 18, 1950, PHYLLISFORMAN was interviewed by the reporting agent 
in the office of hor omployer in the Medical Arts Building in Pasadena. It 
Should bo noted that this individual is the divorced wife of ED FORMAN » who 
has boen mentioned previously in this case. Mrs. FORMAN stated that sho and 

' hor thon husband, ED, were close social friends of the individuals who medo 

up tho original rooket research group in the period which closed in about 191. 
She stated that during this time she camo to know the subject slightly, but 
that he did not seom to attend many of the sociol functions which thoy (the 
FORMANS) attended, She said that in 1941 it was her observation that this 
original rocket group was no longer close-. knit socially and that mostof their 
sooiol lifo was split up in that FRANK MALINA ond SUMMERFIELD seemed to havo 
one circle of friends, ond another group was made up largely of JACK PARSONS 
and ED FORMAN and their friends. She said that their principal association 
wos & group mado up of the FORMANS and PARSONS, but that sho did havo somo 
contact with MALINA's frionds. With particular regard to tho subject, lirs. 
FORMAN described him as being vory reserved and reticont, and said sho had 
nover hoard him discuss politics, wor conditions, and like matters. Sho said 
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, that nothing had over como to her attention diroctly or indirectly whioh 
1 Would oause hor to boliove tho subjoct had ever expressed sympathy toward 
Communisn. 


| On Juno 6, 1950, DOUGLAS GEORGE MARLOW was interviowed by the 

| roporting agent ond SA CHESTER C. ORTON. At the timo of this interviow, 
MARLOW stated that ho had been in attendance at Comnunist mootings in 
Pasadona during the latter part of 1937 and 1938. After his attondanco at 
some of those mootings, he ond his wife were, invited to join tho Communist 
Party, but thoy doclined to do so. MARLOW stated that ho is positivo in his 
rocollection that the subjoot, whom he knows slightly in a scientific way, was 
nover in attondanco oat any of those meetings. 


On April 26, 1950, T~1, another government agency which conducts 
porsonnol investigations, advisod that his organization had roviowsc satorial 
made available to them regarding the subject ond had recommended that ho be 
donicd further access to classified information. 

On Juno 17, 1-2, another government agency which conducts personnel 
investigations, advised that the subjeot had tondered his resignations to 
officials of Caltech and had stated that it was his intention to roturn to 
China, 


On Juno 6, 1950, subject was interviewod by the reporting agont and # 
Si PHILIP J. REILLY at his office in tho Guggenhoim Acronautical Laboratory 

on the campus of Caltech in Pasadena. The intorviow, which will be rcported % 
horoinafter, lasted for approximatoly two hours. 


At the outsot of tho intorview, TSIEN was advised thatho v dor 
SOR on te _make any statononts to the.interviewing agonts ond that ho 
should understand fully that any statomonts mado by him were to bo construcd 
as boing made on an entirely voluntary basis. ; 


After these initial oomments, agents oxplaincd to TSIEN thet he 
was boing intorviewod in order to make it possible for him to make a statomont 
and to stato os a matter of record statements concorning any possiblo Communist 
momborship on his part during the year 1939, At this time, agonts advised 
TSIEN that the rocords of the Communist Party during the year 1939 reflooted 
that he had boen a membor of Professional Unit 122 of the Communist Party, 

Yet the Party alias JOHN W. DECKER, and that the records furthor roflocted 
t 





% he had boen issued a mombership book. 


TSIEN doniod flatly thet he had ever boon a momber of tho Communist 
Porty at any timo~and stated that he was absolutely at o loss to undorstand 
how his namo could have appeared on ‘Communist Party records as of 1939. He 
said further that he had never held membership in any political party, oxplain- 
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ing that in viow of his status as an alien ho would have been preclu,.od from 
holding such mombership. He then stated ogain that ho had no idon as to how 
his name and alias could have appeared on Coymunist Party rolls, and thet hoe 
did not lmow the origin of the nome JOHN W XDECKER. He statod that ho had 
never oven heard of the name DECKER during that period or since, and had no 
possible explanation of its usé in connootion with his caso, 


When TSIEN wos questionod generally as to his frionds during this 
poriod, he stated that he knew of no one who oxprossod any Communist Party 
sympathios to him ‘during this poriod of timo. Ho said that during this period, 
that is to say, in 1938 to 1939, his closest associates wore Dr, WILLIAM SEARS, 
FRANK WALINA, SIDNEY WEINBAUM, and, in tho latter part of this period, MARTIN 
SUMMERFIELD. Hoe nddod that perhaps his best friond among the gxg=-nomed group 
wos FRANK MALINA, 


TSIEN was then questioned as to whether any of the above-named persons 
oxprossed ony Communist sympathies, At this timo he statod that some of thom 
might be considored leftist. Whon asked for a definition of this term, ho 
said that ho meant "not reactionary" and that he considered the word "Leftist" 
to be synonymous with the ideals of the Domocratic Party and Roosevelt's Now 
Doal as exprossed during that period, 


2 


see, 


TSTEN was thon asked as to his definition-of-Communism. In roply, 


bo considered o totalitarion form of govormmont and, in its relation to the 
domocratic or froe govornment, could be considered on ovil. 


During the time that TSIEN wos answering tho quostions as set forth 
above, ho stated that oven though his frionds cxprossod what he tormod "loftist" 
theorios, he was in no position to speaulate as to thoir possiblo momborship .in 
tho Communist Party, Ho took the position that in line with his sciontifioc 
training ho wos in no position to mako a statoment of fact concerning “an 
individual unless ho was in possession of clear-cut and factuol information, 


The subject w fien quostioned as to whothor ho had beon rosponsible 
for the hiring of SID iWEINBAUM in the Jot Propulsion Laboratory in February, 
1946. He stated that it Was not his actual responsibility to hire WEINBAUM, 
but ho thought that his recommondation of him as a scientist probably rosulted 
in his bocoming associated with the Laboratory. Ho said that ot the timo ho 


information; howevor, ho did not fool there was any roason why he could not 
recommend WEINBAUM in that ho know nothing which would causo him to doubt his 
loyalty to the Unitoa States. TSIEN-wag quostioned next as to whothor ho now 
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had any doubt as to WEINBAUM's loyalty, at which time he said that he now has 
some rosorvations, but this is based entiroly on the foot that he has lecrned 
thet WEINBAUM has had "clearance difficulty" in conneotion with his past 
employment in tho Jet Propulsion Laboratory. Ho stated furthor that evon 
now, based on his lmowledge of WEINBAUM, he could attest to his loyalty ond 
that ho might do so if ho wero called upon. 


At this time, in further omplifiéation of his previous romarks with 
rogard to VEINBAUM, TSIEN stated that os o scientist the only yardstick ho has 
in moasuring a person's worth or loyalty is fact, and thetsince facts cannot be 
applied to such intangibles os a person's loyalty or political. beliofs, he 
could nevor speculate upon then. e 

ISIEN thon made the general statoment thet in so far as the political 
system in the United States is concerned,” ho is merely a disinterested observer 
and has no kmowledge on the subject. é 


| 
| 
| 
| 
In concluding . this interview, TSIEN categorically denied that he : 
had ever been a member of the Communist Party or that he had over used an alias 
of JOHN W. DECKER. He likewise stated that he could not even speculate as to 
how his namo might have appeared on Communist Party rolls as of 1939. 
| 
| 


On June 17, 1950, T-2 advised that he had learned from anothor 
goverment agency that TSIEN had tendered his resignabion to the officials 
of Caltech ond that hoe planned to return to China. . 


On the same date the subjeot was telophoniocally contacted by tho 
writer, ot which timo ho advised that his resignation from Caltech was "not - 
official.” He explained this by stating that ho had tenderod his resignation 
to Dr. FRED LINDVALL, Chairman of the Division of Mechanical Engineering, in 
that he folt it was "the only thing left for me to " He said at this timo 
that ho had heard nothing Tortior-fFGr DELIV ond that ho did not know 
whothor his rosignotion would be aecepted. Ho was quostioned as to what his 
intontions were in tho evont his rosignation was accepted, to which ho replied 
that it was his intention to return to Chino if such wero tho caso. Ho was 
then asked whothor he wishad to reopon tho interview, and ho said there was 
nothing ho could add to that sot forth above, but that he would moot With 
agonts to discuss his thoughts regarding his resignation and roturn to China. 
At this time arrangements wero mado to again intorvieow tho subject at his 
offico at Caltech on June 19. ’ 


On that date tho subject was again intorviewod by the reporting agent 
and SA PHILIP J, REILLY. At the outset, TSIEN wos asked if ho wished to amplify | 
tho romarks mado by him at the timo of tho previous intorview with regard to his } 
olleged participation in affairs of tho Communist Party in Pasadena in 1948-39, 
Ho statod that hoe did wish to moko o statement, which is substantially sot . 
forth as follows: ; | 


we | 


without Wishing to brag, he felt that he could honestly say his Visit has boen 
of mutual benefit as ho has given much to this country in scientific advanoo~ 





At this point in tho intorview, TSIEN stated that he has nevor doubted 
tho authenticity of th 
one-time mombor of the Communist Party in Pasadena; however, hoe Simply cannot 
understand how his namo &ppoarod on the rolls of tho Communist Party. He said 


MALINA and MARTIN SUMMERFIELD that mony of the terms ond clichos used by Commu-~ 
nists evorywhore woro froely used by them. Ho stated that ho recognized that 
the persors with whom he associated were oxpressing "leftist" views, but that 
he is unwilling to attempt to draw any conclusions from this. 


ISIEN again made the point, and repented it several times in the 
courso of this intorview, that since he has no faotual lnowledge of membership 
in the Communist Party on the part of his frionds, he cannot speculate on 
thoir boliofs, 


TSIEN was then quostioned as to whether ho had ever subscribed to tho 
"Daily People's Worla" during 1938-1939. Ho stated in answer theroto that he 
did subscribe to this publication during this timo, but that he doos not recall 
who introduced him to the paper. He said ho read it principally becauso it 
oxprossed views which woro moro Sympathetic to Chinn than tho Views oxpresstg 
in the othor press, 


possibly havo proposed his namo for mombership in tho Communist Party. Ho said 


Proposed his name, but ho omphasized that this would only bo a conjocturo since 
ho is not aware that any of them aro or were mombers of the Communist Party, 
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With particular regard to SIDNEY WEINBAUM, TSIEN statod that ho 
could and would recommend him for a position involving highly classificd work 
at tho Jot Propulsion Laboratory, He said thet in the samo vein ho folt he 
could still justifiably testify that to hig knowledgo WEINBAUM is complotoly 
loyal to tho United States. 


as to his assooiation with MALINA, SUMMERFIELD, WEINBAUM and JACOB NOFF, and 
stated that he recognized that all of those pooplo expressed bolMioef's which ho 
know conformed to tho Communist Party line. He addod,: however, in discussing 
those individuals, that ho is still unwilling to assume arything in that he is 
entiroly without factual Inowledge concorning any possible membership of those 
individuals in tho Communist Party. 


During this intorviow the subjoct oxprossed himself noose freely 


During this second inthrview TSIEN was again quostioned as to any 
explanation ho might have for ‘tho fact that his namo appeared on tho Comnunist 
Party rolls during 1939. He stated on soveral occasions that he did not doubt 
the authenticity of the records and thet it was entirely possible that his namo 
did so appear, adding that if such were the case he had absolutely no explana- 
tion as to how it might have been placed thore, and ho refused to evon speculate 
thercon. 


TSIEN wos again questioned as to his resignation from Caltoch, at 
which time he stated that he had hoard nothing further from Dr. LINDVALL con- 
corning his resignation. He was thon questioned as to just what had crompted 
such 2 serious movo on his part, and ho replied that ot the timo agents 
initially contacted him on June 6, 1950, ho realized that tho "finger of 
suspicion" had been cast upon him and that he had thon and thero decided 
that ho would immodiately tender his resignation for the reasons sot forth 
above.’ He was then askod if anything olse had come to his attention which 
might prompt such a movo and whether ho was having any difficulty over his 
clearance. Ho stated that so far og ho knew his cloaranco remained tho samo 
and that it was his understanding thot ho had on interim clearance and ho 
oxpected to hoar shortly as to what disposition was to be made of his case. 


On May 27, I-3, another govornmont ogonoy which conducts socurity 
and personnel invostigations, advised that by lottor dated June 6, 1950, a 
"denial of consent" wos issuod with regard to the subjeot of this caso. Tho 
samo sourco statod that this lotter was dolivered to a member of tho staff at 
Caltech on Juno 16, 1950. 


On the some date JAMES N. EWART, Poersonnol Director, non-academic 
personnol, Caltech, advised the writer that ho had received the "denial of 
consent" which had boon forwarded to the Institute by Source T-3, and that 
on June 20 he had mado this information available to Dr. ERNEST C. YATSON, 
Dean of the faculty. 
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EWART said that it was his understanding that on that date TSIEN had 
& conference with Dr, WATSON, but that he did not know what transpired. He 


an appeal of the denial of clearance and that WATSON felt that in view of ; 
ISIEN's stature in the scientific field a review in Washington would be requestec 


EWART stated that subsequent to his discussion with WATSON , he (EWART) 
wrote a letter to the Industrial Employment Review Board requesting further 
hearing and Oppeal of the denial of consent. He has since heard from that 


Board that the request for on appeal was received and that steps would be taken 
to initiate such a hearing, 


- PENDING - 
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At Pasadena, California: 


Will maintain contact with established sources of information to 
ascertain the progress of the subject's appoal for "denial of clearanco." 
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SOURCE PAGE. > 


I-1 - JOHN BIRDNER, Provost Marshal, Air Motoricl Command, 
Los Angeles, California. . 
Information attributed to this sourco was telephenically 
conveyed to reporting agent on April 26, 1950: ' 





T-2 - Teletype from Bureau dated 6/16/50 which stated that the 
Bureau had received information from OSI to the effect ' 
that the subject had resigned from Caltoch and was leaving 
_for China. ‘ 

I-53 - Information regarding denial of clearance was telephonically ’ 
conveyed to reporting agent on May 27 by WILLIAM DUVOISIN, 
head of the Los Angeles office of ZI0. Information regarding 
actual delivery of letter was obtaincd from Lieutenant GEORGE 
BEYER, Security Officer, Office of N.val Research, Pasadena, 


tl - 


Information accredited to this source was telephonically b6 
forwarded to reporting agent on Mey 27. b7c 
, “b7D 


REFERENCE: Report of SA Arthur Cc. Wittenburg, Los Angeles, 3/30/50. 
Letter from Bureau dated May 26, 1950. 
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a IS UNCLASSINED m- \Y 
120 barey Al BY on der) 
DOCTOR HSUE ‘SHEN TSTEN WAey Pie, 2 DAed 2 oN AUG. two LAST @ 


WILLIAM ZISCHs GENERAL MGRe, AEROJET ENGINEERING COe, ADVISED AN 
AGENT THAT SUBJ HAD BEEN RETAINED BY AEROJET AS CONSULTANT BUT HAD 
BEEN DENIED ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED INFO BY NAVY BUT THAT REASON 
THEREFORE WAS UNKNOWN TO ZISCHe LATTER STATES THAT HE AND DRe 

FRITZ SWICKY, TOP SCIENTIST AT AEROJET, BOTH BELIEVED SUBJ 

LOYAL. ZISCH STATED THAT HE HAS BEEN TOLD BY SUB THAT HE PLANNED 

TO RETURN TO CHINA AT END OF AUG. SAYS THAT SUB HAD RECEIVED 
SEVERAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM HIS FATHER IN SHANGHAI REQUESTING THAT 
HE RETURN. ALSO RECENTLY RECEIVED CABLEGRAM FROM UNK NOW! IND IV IDUAL 
FROM PEDING, CHINA REQUESTING SUB RETURN TO CHINA AND JOIN TECHNICAL 
LEGATION WHO WERE PLANNING TO GO TO EAST GERMANY FOR TECHNICAL a 
MEETING. SUB DID NOT INDICATE ANY PARTICULAR INTEREST IN perunwinl) 
TO CHINA, BUT DID INDICATE THAT POSSIBLY SOME PRESSURE WAS BEING 
BROUGHT UPON HIS FATHER TO GET HIM, THE SUB, TO RETURN TO CHINA. 
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SUB ALSO ADVISED ZISCH THAT HE WAS RETURNING .BECAUSE 0 QUOTE LOSS OF 
ROR Pb iru 
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PAGE TWO 


AND THAT HE PLANNED TO MENTION MATTER AGAIN ON AUG. TWO WHEN HE 
WOULD BE IN WASHINGTON. ZISCH SAYS HE REGARDS SUB AS ONE OF TOP 
TWENTY SCEINTISTS IN THE U.sS.e AND THAT HE WAS IN POSITION TO FURNISH 
VALUABLE INFO TO RUSSIANS AS HE WERE SO INCLINED. 
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Dc ares Pet yte . 

FROM : Ae He. BEIM, DATE dag to a | or 
SUBJECT: O xsueQuen* t9tEN 9 We. -. Y fS9 a cote - 

ESPIONAGE + BR. Be ee eee: 
‘ , Rosen : 

On the morning of ‘August 31, 1950, Mr. Ray Whearty, Tracy, 

of the Department, called to inquire whether we had a full-time i 

surveillance on'the subject in Los Angeles. I advised him we | oa 


Gid nots that we had conducted spot surveillances fron time to Neact 
time as warranted by our esptonage investigation, but not for the omy 
purpose of keeping him from leaving the country. Mr. Whearty 
advised that Custems and the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 
were not able to keep track of the subject and consequently he was 
fearful that the subject might leave the country. He advised that 
he had gone over the case carefully on the basis of information we 
‘had furnished and he was of the opinion that prosecution should be 
considered for violatton of the Esptonage Statute. He advised that 
unless we object, he was gotng to call United States Attorney Tolin 
at Los Angeles and request that Tolin go over the case carefully 
and appratse the information available for the purpose of authori zing 
@ complaint and warrant against the subject, charging him with . 
uvtolation of the Espionage Statute because of hts possession -of 
classified information which he was attempting to remove from: the 
country. Mr. Whearty is going to tell Mr. Tolin that tf he has any 
doubts, he is to withhold action until complete reports have-been 
received fron the Department of Defense as to the classified ‘nature 

of this matertal. However, Whearty is satisfied that there are grounds 
to go ahead. 








- tL advised Mr. Whearty that in accordance with his request 
we would have an Agent of the Los Angeles Office present the facts 
of this case to Mr. Tolin this morning for his consideration. TI adut sed 
that the Department of Defense has not given us a definite reply as to, 
the classified nature of the naterial, but the Los Angeles Office adutsed 
us last night that two local representatives of the Air Force in Los 
Angeles were prepared to testify that certain documents were classified. 


I then called SAC Hood at Los Angeles and requested that he \. 
have this matter presented to Mr. Tolin factually and objectively. 
I suggested that inasmuch as it looked like the Department was favoring 
prosecution, he should get Agents out to locate the subject so that. 
hts whereabouts would be known. I requested Mr. Hood to adutse. the 
Bureau at once if Tolin authorizes prosecution. a, 


Mr. Whearty called me back a few minutes later to advise that o 
he had spoken to Mr. Tolin, who was favorable to the idea of presecution, 
-and that Tolin would go over the matter with the Agents to see ay 





the facts warranted prosecution. at this timee , gree J ik 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 


In connection with possible proceedings against the subject 
based on his removal and possession of classified material, Mr. 
Whearty requested that we advise the Department of the exact dates 
of the subject's employment at various locations in order that tt 
can be determined from what sources and under what employment he 
secured this material. I advised him we would check on this. 


ACTION? 





We are checking on this information and will send it to 
the Department. 
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This will confirm the tool eee conversation between 2 -/ 
Mr. Whearty of this Division and Mr. Belmont of the Bureau in ws 
the above captioned matter. / Fae 


In accordance therewith it is requested that the Bureau 
make available to the United States Attorney for the Southern <& 
District of California the material in ‘the above captioned matter 
for his opinion as to Prosecutions 


The United States Attorney has been instructed that if he 
is not satisfied as to the classification of the documents he 
should withhold action pending further informatiqn regarding the 
classified nature of the documents. However, if he is satisfied 
as to the evidence he was authorized to institute process. 


furnish more detailed data regarding the dates of subject 's employ- 
ment so that the time of the taking of the dooupents, can bey / Lf 6 
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|| if, Siseh.also advised that he has taken. thia matter uy. 
with Dan te Kimball: Under Secretary of the Navy; wha was. formerly ' 
connected with the Aerojet Engineering Company, and that. he: pianned 


to take the matter up with Ur. Kinball again on August 2, 1950," oe 


-. during a@ visté to Washington. Hr. Zisch added that .he régardas.. 
Dr. Haue-Shen Tsten as one of the top twenty. sctentists in the -. oss 
| Onited States whd would. be in a posttion to furnish valuable infor~:. 
mation to the Russians if he weré so inclined. Ihts. tnformation. -. ’ 
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TO >Mr. D. UM. Ladd ~ : ASS awl )«=CéDATE-August 14, 1950 
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To advise that William Zisch, General Manager of 
Aerojet Engineering Company, for whom subject works, has advised that 
subject has been dented clearance by the Navy and plans to return 
to China at the end of August. According to Zisch, subject has 
received a cablegram from China, reqresting his return to join a‘ 
technical legation which is traveling to Bast Germany, Zisch re= 
gards subject as one of twenty top scientists and states he has 
knowledge "Proposed J. 3. developments for next several years and 
could furnish valuable information to the Soviets if so inclined. 


Zisch has taken this matter up with Dan Kimball, Under- 
secretary of the Navy, who directed ONI interview Zisch. After 
interview, ONI submitted memorandum for their file, with copy to 
us, indicating they will take no action but are referring the :. 
matter to us for any further investigation we may destre. — 


This memorandum recommends that we furnish facts regarding 
the matter to the Department for any action they may destre and ad- 
vutse ONI that we will take no action in regard to subject's 


returnit to China. 
eae vent RMATICH CONTAINED 
Backgrounds 2S 
Birth and Citizenship 






He ts a citizen of the Shinese Republic. Subject has resided in the /: 
United States since September 3, 19385, except for brief periods. ae 
On January 14, 1949, he filed an "application for certificate of ~ 
arrival and preliminary form declaration of intention to become a 

U. S. citizen," . . (121-21450-4,9) 


Bducati on and Employment 


Subject was educated.at Chia-Tung University, Shanghat, 
China; the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and the California 
Institute of Technology. He received his Ph.D. from the latter 


institution in 1939. ¥ [oo P8575 —U/ 
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From 1938.to 1943, subject was employed as a Research 
Fellow tn Aeronautics at the California Institute of Technology. 
From 1943 to 1946, he occupied the following positions at that 
school: Assistant Professor of Aeronautics, Associate Professor ; 
of Aeronautics, and Chief of Research Analysts Section, Jet Pro- | 
pulston Laboratory. From 1946 to 1949, subject was employed as 
a Professor at M.I.7. In the early part of 1949, he was appointed 
head of the Goddard Foundation for Advanced Research in the field 
of Jet Propulsion, and consultant for the Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
at Caltech. The Jet Propulston Laboratory is engaged in highly 
secret research for the armed forces. He assumed this employment 
in July, 1949. (65-58574~-5) 


BUREAU INVESTIGATION 





Basis 


Investigation of the subject was begun.in May, 1949, on 
the basis of his employment on classified government research and 
information in the files of the Los Angeles Office. These files 

revealed that in late 1938, subject jotned Professional Section 
Number 122 of the Communist Party in Pasadena, Californtae He was 
assigned the Party name, John M. Decker, and 1939 Communist .Party 
membership book number 1004. This information was furnished Los fie 
Angeles by a reliable thformant who copted the 

data from the original Communist Party records. It wiil be noted 

that this tnformant also furnished the names and membership records 

of approrimately fifteen other members of the Professional Section, 
including that of Frank Oppenheimer and Sidney Weinbaum. Appr ori ~ 
mately seven of the tndividuals, whose names were furnished by. the 
informant, have adnitted their past membershtp on interview and are 

jto be witnesses against Sidney Weinbaum who was recently indicted for 
perjury and fraud against the government. 


Additional basis for investigation of subject was a report 


recetved in February, 1949, from an employee of the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, which stated that the employee had reservations concerning 


es ae 








Memorandum to Mr. Ladd 
Re--HSUE~SHEN TSIEN, wa 


& 


the loyalty of a group of scientists connected with the Laboratory. 
It was stated that Sidney Weinbaum headed this group, and that the 

subject, who. was also an employee of the laboratory, was a close ; 

soctal acquaintance of Weinbaum. This report furnished no specific 
information concerning the tndividuals named. 


Results ' 


The investigation of subject, which began in May, 1949, has 
consisted primarily of tnterviews with those former members of the 
Communist Party,who have admitted their past membership and are, to 
testify against Sidney Weinbaum at his coming trial. The following 
evidence of subject's past Communist Party membership and sympathies 
has been obtained in addition to that hereinbefore. set out: 


(1) Gustav Albrecht admitted hia own membership in the 
Communist Party itn 1939, and stated that he had observed the subject 
at enough meetings to make it clearly apparent that the subject knew 
of the rabid pro~Comnunist sympathies of Weinbaum. Albrecht also 
stated that he felt such attendance made the subject pro-Conmnunist 
tn 1939. Ata later date, Albrecht retracted the information con- 
cerning the subject, stating that he must have been misunderstoode | 

(65~58574-5) . b6 


b7c 


(2) as another admitted member, advised on inter- 
view on October 26, 1949, that he remembered subject tin attendance 
at meetings which he believed to be regularly convened meetings of 
the Communist Party. (65~58574-12) 


in January, 1950, the files of the llth Naval District 
(Los Angeles) were reviewed and revealed a report from a reliable 
informant, now deceased, that H. S. Lsien, tn 1942, attended Con- 
munist Party meetings in Pasadena, and was a Communist. These files 
also revealed that the above name appeared on the subscription list 
of the “People's World," West Coast Connunist REWSPAPeT. 
(65~58574~13) 

(4) Investigation has revealed that subject, in 1946, was 
instrumental in bringing Weinbaum into the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. 
Subject has continued in close social contact with Weinbaum, tn spite 
of his knowledge of the clearance difficulties on the part of Weinbaume 
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By letter from G-2, dated April -14, 1950, the Bureau was 
aduised that the case of the subject was under review by the Army~ 
Navy-Air Force Personnel Security Board. The Bureau was requested 
to advise if action taken by that Board, in regard to subject, 


yy | Bowls jeopardize our investigation. On May 5, 1950, G-2 as 


INTERVIEWS WITH SUBJECT 





On May 25, 1950, Los Angeles was authorized to interview 
subject tn an effort to secure an admission of his own Communist 
Party menbership and activities, as well as those of Wetnbaum, 
whose case had been ordered presented to the United States. Attorney 
at Los Angeles for prosecution for perjury. It was believed that 
subject's being an alien would assist in securing his cooperation. 


On June 16, 1950, ‘the date that Weinbaum was arrested, the 
Liaison Section advised that a representative of OSI had telephoni- 
cally informed the "ureau that subject had resigned from Galteckh and 
was leaving for China, OSI could furnish no further information 
regarding this. -On the same date, the Los Angeles Office was ad-~ 
vised by teletype to submit the facts surrounding this resignation. 


By teletype dated June 17, 1950, Los Angeles advised that 
the interview with subject took place on June 6, 1950, at which 


time subject denied past or presen ! U OR EU MEBRELSDLLD 
In tho-Some EST SEPDS ALOT TI e Tee ed ea had 

informed them, on June 14, 1950, that they had received 
information from a Navy source that subject had been denied access 


to classified material. 


On June 19, 1950, subject, athis request, was interutewed 

by Los Angeles regarding his resignatton,. Subject advised that as 

a result of the ortginal Bureau interview, he had gone to his : 
Supertor Gt Caltech and offered to tender his resignation on the 
theory that as an alien he was a guest in the United States and, - ! 
a3 a cloud of suspicion had fallen on him, he felt he should depart. 
At the conclusion of the interview he stated that he was willing to 
be interutewed at any time the Bureau desired. 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 





On June 27, 1950, Admiral Carl Espe, Deputy Director of 
ONI, advised the Liaison Section that subject had resigned his 
posttion at Caltech and indicated the reason given was "embarrass-~ 
ment caused by investigation on the part of the FBI.” 


As a result of the above, Los Angeles was advised to have 
no further contact with subject, and a detailed memorandum was sub~ 
mitted to you on June 29, 1950, concerning subject. 


By teletype dated June 29, 1950, Los Angeles advised that 

flon June 20, 1950, subject had been advised of the denial of clearance 
to classified information by the Navy, and that Caltech officials 
have stated that they are initiating an appeal on behalf of subject. 
The teletype further advised that it appears unlikely that subject 

ts actually resigning and his offer to do so appeared merely a 
“gesture.” Los Angeles stated that the ONI statement, regarding 

‘pmbarrassment on the part of the subject, probably meant that sub- 
fect personally became embarrassed upon learning of the tnvestigation 
rather than that he was embarrassed before his colleagues. 


By teletype dated August 2, 1950, Los Angeles advised that 
Willtam Zisch, General Manager of the Aerojet Engineering Company, 
had advised that subject had been denied access to Classified infor- 
matton by the Navy, but was still employed as a consultant by 
Aerojet. Zisch stated that subject, according to his own statements, 
Dlanned to return to China at the end of August, 1950, and that, 
although subject had indicated no interest in returning, he had re- 
cetuved cables from his father, urging his return, and a cable from 
an unknown person requesting that he join a technical staff that was 
to travel to Last Germany. Subject, according to Zisch, felt that 
ipressure was being brought on his father to have him return. Zisch 
Stated that he felt subject was loyal to the United States and was 
one of twenty top scientists in the’ United States, who could furnish 
valuable information to the Russians if he were so inclined. JZisch 
stated that he intended to see Dan Kimball, Under-Secretary of the 
Navy, concerning subject on August 2, 1950. This information was 
furnished to G-2, ONI, and OSI by memorandum dated August 10, 1950. 
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On August 11, 1950, a@ copy of a confidential ONI memorandun 

Jor the file, dated August 7, 1950, and concerning subject, was re- 
cetved from Liatson. The memorandum reflected that Captain Hylant, 
pursuant to a request from the Office of the Under-Secretary of the 
Navy, had interviewed Zisch. According to the memorandum, Zisch 
was concerned with the fact that subject, during employment with 
Aerojet, had been cut in on developments of that concern for the 
next several years. JZisch destred to know if subject's departure 
from the United States could be delayed to a point where it would 
be unprofitable for other nations to uttlize the tnformatton that 
subject possesses. According to the’ memorandum, Captain Hylant 
explained to Zisch the difficulties that would be encountered in 
trying delaying tactics and made no commitments to Zische The - 
memorandum then stated that Hylant directed that the FBI be furnished 

(tT) the information set out therein, with the thought in mind that the 
FBI review tts tnformation on subject, bearing in mind his plans to 
leave the country and that any further tnvestigation desired be 
intttated by the Bureau. 


RECOMMENDATION 





That pertinent information concerning subject be furnished 
the Department for any acéton the may desire to take tn regard 
to subject's leaving the United States. 


That ONI be advised that all available tnformation has been 
Jurnished them and that no action to delay subject's departure will 
be taken by the Bureau. 
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Admiral Souers called mé on August 15 in the absenc eus—— 
of the Director and referred to the case of Hsue-Shen ee oe 
Tsien, Espionage =~ Rk. He stated that Undersecretary Of ou 
the Navy Kimédl had contacted him'and had stated: that 
fsten possessed considerable classified information an WA 
that he had learned that Tsien was returning to China. 


He was wondering whether any steps could be taken to ke Pw 
him from returning. ‘enpfP 








nt 


Admiral Souers stated-he was not calling for the 
White House but was merely calling in the. interest of 
Dan Kimball and that we should not consider this an yk ' 
official call from the White House. Ke 


L informed Admiral Souers that the Bureau had 
received information concerning Lsten-from ONI and that a 
memorandum had been submitted to the Department on 
August 14, 1950, with reference to this individual. 

In view, however, of the interest of Undersecretary of 
the Navy Kimball, there is attached a follow-up 
memorandum to Mr. McInerney concerning this problem. 
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Jom ut? Decker . 
ESPIONAGE 
(Bureau file 65-58574) 


Colonel Middleton, Chief, Security and Training Branch, 
G-2, has advised that General Simon, Ordnance, contacted him 
recently, stating he was greatly concerned about-the subject si 
that it had been reported to him that subject intended to 
leave the United States to return to China around September 1, 
1950. General Simon advised Colonel Middleton that subject is 
one of the seven foremost authorities in the world on jet 
propulsion and is aware of the latest U. S. developments on 
this subject. 


Colonel Middleton pointed out that subject had been 
recently denied access to classified information by the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Security Review Board, and as a result, , 
Dr. Tsien decided to return to China. - Genéral Simon asked 
Colonel Middleton if there was any action which could be taken 
to keep subject from returning to China, General Simon felt 


. Sure that upon subject's return, he would immediately communicate 
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with the Chinese Communists and would furnish them the latest 
information concerning developments in jet propulsion in this 
country. ; 


Colonel Middleton was advised that the Bureau was con- 
ducting an Espionage investigation on subject but any action 
to be taken to detain subject should be discussed by the Army 
with appropriate authorities in the State Department. Colonel 
Middleton asked that he be advised of the latest developments 
in the Bureau's investigation and whether there was any 


possibility of criminal prosecution. qj} INFORMATION CONTAINED 


; _ HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
Acmron DATE BY face 


It is recommended this memorandum be furnished to the 
Espionage Section and that Liaison be informed of the status of 
this investigation so that Colonel Middleton may be advised. 
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John Philips of OIC, Commerce Department, called Tele. Room __ 

















on the afternoon of August 22. He stated that OIC had seca 
received a call from Mr. Gorin of the Customs Service i 

in New York to the effect that he had opened crates of é : 
material which the subject had deliverel.to Bekins Storage 


Warehouse, and these crates contained considerable quantities 

of material Jet propulsion and’ nuclear rockets. The 

subject had instructed that these crates. be shipped to the 

China Mainland and that an export declaration be made on 

the crates. This declaration was not made. 

: , 

Mr. Philips stated that under regulations these 

crates could be held for ten days and then they would have 

to get an official setzure against the goods. He stated that 

OLC has instructed Customs to seize these goods for further 

ama lysis. 


td 


ACTION 
\ None. For your information. ( 
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Reference is made to the attached memorandum from i 

Ce. W. Bates to V. P. Keay dated August 18, 1950, captioned as above, “FFi 
which requests that Liaison be informed of the status of the 

~ investigation of subject so they can advise’ Colonel Middleton, 

' Chief, Security and Training Branch, G-2, who is coricerned over 

the fact that subject plans to return to China. According:to * 
Colonel Middleton subject can furnish the Chinese Communists wi 
the latest information concerning developments in jet propulsion 
in this country, : 





















y 







BACKGROUND 





As you are aware, subject is a citizen of China who has 
been in the United States for the past 10 years. He is presently 
employed at the Jet Propulsion Iaboratory, California Institute of 
Technology, and the Aerojet Engineering Company in California. 
Investigation of the subject was begun in May, 1949, on the basis 
of his employment and information in our files indicating Commynist 
Party membership in 1939. ‘Investigation has failed to reveal any 
Communist Party activity since 1939, however, it has been determined 
that subject is a close friénd of Sidney Weinbaum who is to be tried 
late this month on a charge of perjury which grew out of his recent 
denials of CP membership from 1939 to 1941. 


Subject was interviewed June 6 » 1950, and denied ever 
_having been a member of the Communist Party. 


As you are also aware, the Ios Angeles Office on August 2, jhe 
1950, advised that William Zisch, general manager of the Aerojet 
Engineering Company, had informed’ that office that subject planned 
to return to China about the end of August, 1950, and that subject 
was regarded by Zisch as one of the 20 top scientists in the United [. 
States who could furnish valuable information to the Soviets if so 
inclined. Mr. Zisch stated that he intended to see Dan Kimball, 
Undersecretary of the Navy, concerning subject on August 2, 1950. 
He added that he felt, subject was loyal to the United States and he 
desired to take steps,;to have subject remain in this country. 
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On August 14, 1950, the facts of this case were furnished 

the Department together with recent developments concerning 

subject's return. The information was furnished for any action the 
Department may desire to take in connection with subject's return 

to China. On the same date ONI was advised that the Bureau would take 
no steps to prevent or delay subjéct's return to China and that 
pertinent information had been made available to the Department. 

It will be noted that ONI had previously advised that at the request 
fos Dan Kimball, Undersecretary of the Navy, they had interviewed 
William Zisch of Aerojet and had made no commitments to him and were 
furnishing the results of their interview so that the Bureau might 

be able to take any further action desired. 


RECOMMENDATION 
It ig recommended that Liaisén advise Colonel Middleton 


(1) That all available information developed during 
the investigation of subject has been furnished 
to G2, ONT, and OSI. 


(2) That the sate information was furnished Assistant 
Attorney General James M. McInerney on August 14, 
1950, for any action the Department may desire to 
take in this matter and that we will take no action 
to prevent or delay subject's departure from the 
United States unless so requested by the Department. 


(3) That William Zisch, general manager of the Aerojet 
Engineering Company has discussed the natter of 
subject's return to China with Dan Kimball, 

’ Undersecretary of the Navy, however, the Bureau 
has not been advised of any action taken by 
Mr. Kimball. 
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Mr. T. Oscar Smith in Peyton Ford's office called on Fore. Room __ 
August 23. He stated he has received information that Customs sare 
has seized material of the subject on August 21 and that an a 













FBI Agent was present at the time of the seizure, and he requested 
that the Department be furnished with any information available 
regarding the articles in the possession of the subject which 
were seized by Customs, I told him that we had general in for- 
matton regarding the seizure by Customs and such information as 

‘ we have would be transmitted to the Department immediately. I 
told him that upon receipt of more detailed information that too 
would. be sent to the Department. He requested that it be sent 
Jor kis attention. : 










Smith informed also that-he understood that the subject is 
tn Washington in connection with his appeal for cledrance for access 
to restricted data and that on August 28 he spent considerable 
time with a Mr. McDonald of the Department of-Navy. Smith said 
that he had been in touch with McDonald and McDonald indicated 
that he had talked with the subject Jor some time. Smith 
Suggested that the Bureau might desire to tnterview McDonald 
to find out what he had talked to the subject about. I told 
Smith that if he had any particular items that he wanted us to 
interview McDonald about that we would consider such an interview. 
However, in the absence of a@ specific request there appeared to 
be no reason why we should interview McDonald as he was merely 
talking with the Subject. Smith said that he had merely made the 


Suggestion and that he had no Specific ttems he wanted McDonald 
interviewed about. 




















Smith further stated that the Innit gration Service had been 


asked to post a lookout to prevent the subject from depG@r ting 
Jrom the United States. 


- ‘ ! 
ACTION eke « 7 Ue 
ee ; aoe ; . 
There is attached a memorandum <fér the Criminal Division, 
with @ copy for Smith setting forth information received Jrom 
the Los Angeles Office regarding the seizure by Customs. 
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70 ‘ Mr. De. Me. Ladi P- August 24, 
: l ces Ladd ; 
ROM : Mr. A. H. Bely Belmont 

f ’- Kolar 
SUBJECT: Ose men Gsprw 


yp ssprovace - ¢ ALL INFORRATION STAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
OnTES/ Ze py eSLLclLL. | 


At 7:02 pm this evening ASAC Ellsworth, E = 


Jewells had advised an Agent of the Los Angeles Office th 
the Imnigration and Naturalization Service now has full 
Jurisdiction in this case. Jewells stated that this came 
about as a result of information furnished by the .Bureau 
to the Central Office of INS that jurisdiction was being 
turned over to that Agency. 


Angeles Office, called concerning captioned matter. He Condy. 
stated that half an hour previously Immigration Inspector ‘ 


In view of the above Mr. Ellsworth wanted. to know 
whether full coverage of subject should be continued. 


He also stated that the United States Attorney in 
Los Angeles has advised that he wants the subject prevented 
from leaving the United States and wants the FBI to stop hin 


1950 
Tolsea 


Ladd 





























Patged | 


tn the event he goes aboard a plane or boat for the purpose of 


leaving the United States. 


He also stated that the Office of Naval Intelligence. 


ts greatly interested in the subject, does not want him to 


leave, and has requested that he be surveilled by the Bureau and 


that he be prevented from leaving the COUNTY. 


Pursuant to instructions Supervisor Moynthan advised 


Mr. Ellsworth that the Bureau did not at any time turn over 
jurisdiction in this 'matter to INS, that the Bureau is very~ 


definitely interested in the espionage angles of this case and p.. 
that the Los Angeles Office should continue to handle this case ~< 
along the .esptonage lines. He was advised to continue to keep 


subject under surveillance and to advise the Bureau of all 
developments. He was likewise requested to furnish to the 


Bureau, as soon as the information is obtatned, alirdata relating 


to the secret classification of the.documents which &ubject 
had in his possession and which were taken Srom:him by the 
United States Customs on, August 21, 1950. ee 
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Mr. Ellsworth was also advised that the Bureau cannot 
prevent the subject from leaving the United States unless the 
United States Attorney authorizes the apprehension of the tsubject 
by the Bureau on a basis of a violation committed by the subject 
within the investigative jurisdiction of the Bureau. 


Mr, Ellsworth was also informed that if the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service desires to prevent ‘subject from 
Leaving the country, that is a matter for INS to handle. dHe 
was likewise advised that the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service has been completely informed of all available information 
concerning the subject and that any steps taken to prevent 
subject's leaving the United States will not interfere with the 
Bureau's jnvestigation. 


ACTION ; 


This matter is being followed closely.e 
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70 : MR. As H. BELUO DATE: August 24,~ 1950 « 
: : SMITH BLAIR, JRe ee 
pe OOO’ use 
suByEcT: HSUE SHEN TSIEN olavin 
Esptonage - & Nichols 
ACTION TAKEN ON LA TEL TO BUREAU 8/23/50 fee 
Cy, 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED mare 
HEREIN IS Us2CLASSIFIED Tete, Room 





— DATES///7e_ BY 2Pacec {5 se 


To advise actton taken on Los Angeles teletype to Wash- 
ington #26 sent 8:30 pam. (PST) 8/23/50 re captioned subject. [WOM 


BACKGROUND : | K atop 


Said teletype requested clarification of subject's departure 
time including n/o airline for benefit of INS @ LA sinceINS had 
instructions to serve an order upon subject when he arrived by plane 
to prevent him from leaving the U. S. The date of subject's departure 
aswell as the city from which he was departing via p4ane was not 
given in said teletype. The departure time itself was gtven only 
as "two thirty". This information was reportedly given to INS in 
Washington by the Bureau. 





“‘ 


ACTION TAKEN: 





Acting upon the assumption that WFO must have conducted the 
investigation which developed the information re subject's departure, 
the writer called WFO to see whether they had taken action on the re- 
quest and upon learing that they did not have a copy of satd teletype 
had a copy of same given to them to-gether with companion teletype 
#30 sent from LA @ 8:55 p.m. 8/23/50, which revealed that subject was 
leaving from the East "Tonite". The writer also instructed WFO to have 
the requested information wired to the Bureau and LA immediatelye 

At approximately 2330 Gem. 8/24/50 SA Payne of WFO advised that f 
subject had departed Washington, D. GC. via American Airlines Flight 59gA_ 
@ 1:30 pem. (EST) due to arrive in LA @ 8255 p.m. (PST), August 23, 
1950. This would be 12355 a.m. EDT 8/24/50. 


After conferring with Mr. Hennrich, SA Payne was instructed to 
wire LA facts re subjects departure. It should be noted that:SA 
Payne advised that WFO had no record of handling this matter in the 
first instance. — 


The requested teletype was transmitted to LA @ 3:30 a.m. 8/24/50 
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FROM : MRe Ce Ee ne 
O oO ¢Yg oie 
fununct: “HSUEASEN TSUN, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED sim 
o e Vecker wn ba TEST Nichola 
ESPIONAGE » R HERE 1S ofivtaociriED Rosen 





65-58574 DATE. & Bape me 
11% WAact Ye 


Reference is made to the attached memorandum from V, P,. Keay 
to Mr, A. He Belmont dated August 25, 1950, concerning captioned subject. 
The attached memorandum contains requests from Mr. Mario T, Noto of 
Inmigration and Naturalization Service concerning our investigation and 
concerning’ investigation which INS desires to institute, 


~ 


| In addition to tha above, at 5:30 PM John Ee Foley of the Liaison 
Section advised that he had been informed by Mr. Noto that INS was definitely 
securing a warrant for subjects arrest and ‘deportation. Mr.-Noto stated that 
he) bad heard that the Los Angeles Office was dropping their surveillance and 
requested that the surveillance be maintained until such time as INS was 
able to take over. Noto stated that it was his desire that subject.:under 
no. conditions be allowed to leave the United States. | 


. 3 It is recomended that Mr. Noto be advised as follows by the Liaison 
Sections: 


(1) That in connection with the investigation of captioned subject 
the los Angeles Office has from time to tine conducted physical 
surveillances of hime We have no continuous surveillance, 

or investigations 

-(2) We have no objection to an INS surveillancefbut our office at 

. los Angeles should be advised if INS is ‘Placing subject under 
surveillance, 


(3) We will not conduct a surveillance to prevent subject fron { 
. . leaving the U, S, : 


. tdi, 
(4) Our espionage investigation is being continued, oo 
Wh in 
RECORDED : 18 . S 
L5- S6S7L —59 
SEP 8 ic ‘ | 
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JECT: HSUE-SHEN TSIEN, W.A. Hichote 
John MDecker Nee 
ESPIONAGE - R ' arte 
65=58574 . ; Bolmnt_ 
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N 
Mr. Mario T. Noto,of the Central Office of Inmigration and Naturali—on_~ 


zation Service in Washington, ‘D. C., telephonically contacted Supervisor 
John E. Foley about 3:30 P.M., on August 25 >» 1950, relative to the above—captioned 
individual and posed the following questions: ’ ee. ol 


1. Does the FHL have Hsue-Shen Tsien under surveillance? | 


ae If the KBE does not have him under surveillance, does: the 
FBI have any objection to INS putting him under surveillance? 


“ie 
3- Does the FEE have any objection to the Los Angeles Office 
of INS conducting an investigation of him. _ 


z ‘Mr. Noto explained that there appears to Be considerable interest in this . 
individual and, he added, considerable pressure. His Service has learned that Hsue~ 
Shen Taien is about to leave the United States, - Therefore, INS desires to issue: 

& warrant of arrest in deportation proceedings so that he may be deported, never to 
return to the United States. Mr, Noto advised that a warrant of arrest has not 

been issued, but the matter ig under consideration. < Mr. Noto further said that the 
INS is armed with the information in Bureau reports, but. thig igs not sufficient on 
which to predicate-a warrant of arrest or ‘to substantiate deportation. INS desires 
an expeditious reply to their questions so that the local office of INS in Los 
Angeles might conduct further investigation of him. It appears that. the local 
office of INS in Los Angeles haa in’ mind a few investigative leads. 


See or me 


RECOMMENDATION: 
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“is : _ 3 * bir, olen ..-.--—-- 
p HEREIy §S ah pe TELETYPE eee —_ 
YLULS, Tx, Harbo ...- < 
fi DATES//4e__BY Qir. Bolmont %.... 
Mr, Mohx ...._.__ } 
JASH 15 FROM LOS ANGELES 25 2-35 PM. re | 
‘DIRECTOR VERY URGENT 


HsuECHHEN-TsrEN, ESPe DASH Re REMYTEL AUG. TWENTYFIVE. U.eS. CUSEOMEDWZ/ 
ADVISES SUBJECT-S STORED DOCUMENTS SEIZED BY THEM YESTERDAY PM AND! Now 
STORED CUSTOMS APPRAISERS WAREHOUSE LA SEGREGATION AND CATALOGUING TO 
BEGIN BY CUSTOMS THIS PM.e ITEM TWENTYONE IS REFTEL STATED BY CALTECH TO 
BE RESTRICTED AT BEST AND POSSIBLY UNCLASSIFIED. LOCAL NAVAL “RESEARCH 
UNABLE To EVALUATE ITEMS FIVE AND SIX AND SUGGEST ALL ITEMS BE EVALUATED 
AT WASHINGTON LEVEL. SUBJECT CLOSED OUT BANK ACCOUNT AND SAFE DEPOSIT 
BOX YESTERDAY PM AND INS HAS BEEN ADVISED. LOCAL PRESS RELEASES REFER 9 
FAR ONLY TO INTEREST OF CUSTOMS AND INS ALTHOUGH AN ASST. COLLECTOR OF 
CUSTOMS HAS FILED AN AFFIDAVIT INDICATING SUBJECT HAS FAILED TO COMPLY 
WITH EXPORT CONTROL, NEUTRALITY, AND ESPIONAGE ACTS IN ATTEMPTING TO 
EXPORT TECHNICAL DATA. SUBJECT HAS BEEN UNDER SURVEILLANCE BY THIS OFFIE 


i sy 
TONIGHT. HAS BEEN UNPRODUCTIVE. IN VIEW OF FACT INS WOULD HAVE To stop 


FROM TWO PM YESTERDAY To PRESENT AND WILL CONTINUE TO TEN PM 


SUBJECT SHOULD BE ATTEMPT To DEPART U.S. AND IN VIEW OF LENGTH OF TIME 
NECESSARY TO REVIEW SUBJECT-S DOCUMENTS TO DETERMINE IF ESPIONAGE 
VIOLATION EXISTS FURTHER SURVEILLANCE BY LAFBI NOT DEEMED DESIRABLE. 
UACB SURVEILLANCE WILL BE DISCONTINUED AT TEN PM TONIGHT AND INTERESTE 
AGENCIES WILL BE SO ADVISED AT FOUR PM OUR ,. ee: SKS 7Y- -b} / > 
| RECORDED - 93 | “Sep @ taco | . 
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TRHLETYPE 
FROM LOS ANGELES 25 -° 11-55 -PM 


uR¢ Ew T ALLINCORMATION ie 

HERE! 15 UNCLASSIFIED —— 

D 00 DATES{a\ae BY lag 
DR. HSUE SHEN. TSIEN, WASe, ESPIONAGE DASH Re RE PHONE CALL LOS ANGELES 


TO BUREAU THIS DATE. INS ADVISED SUBJECT ARRIVED LOS ANGELES VIA AM- 





ERICAN AIR LINES, FLIGHT FIVE, FROM CHICAGO EIGHT FIFTY PM ACCOMPANIED 

_ BY UNKNOWN MAN/BELIEVED CHINESE WHO GAVE NAME PHONETICALLY TO AIRLINE 
STEWARDESS A NAGEN SU. THIS CHINESE DISAPPEARED WHEN SUBJECT WAS 
SERVED WITH INS ORDER TO REMAIN IN U.eSe INS ADVISES ITS CENTRAL OFFICE 
RECEIVED CLEARANCE FROM FBI AT SOG To PROCEED WITH DEPORTATION CASE ON 
SUBJECTe LA INS STATES THEIR JURISDICTION IS UNDER IMMIGRATION ACT OF 
NINETEEN EIGHTEEN FORBIDDING SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES. ON PART OF ALIENS. 
INS ALSO ADVISES USA HAS ISSUED TO UeSe CUSTOMS, LA, AN ORDER AUTHORIZ- 
ING SEIZURE OF SUBJECT-S BOOKS AND PAPERS Now LOCATED IN WAREHOUSE AT 
PASADENA, CALIFe FOLLOWING PARTIA IsT_ OF SUBJECT-S DOCUMENTS OBTAINED 


, per asm 
THIS DATE FROM U.S. CUSTOMS, LA, ITEM GNE} PAMPHLET - , GUGGENHEIM AER-. 
2a deen ep paceman EO ETT ar =D . 


ete: 1 


ONAUTICS LABORATORY DASH CAL. TECH, REPORT ON HIGH SPEED PRESSURE 
DISTRIBUTION OVER XSB TWO D DASH ONE COWL, APRIL NINETEEN FORTYTHREE, 
CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTIAL. ITEM fup- PAMPHLET, SPERRY GYROSCOPE CO. 
DASH RESEARCH LABORATORIES DASH JULY NINETEEN, FORTYFOUR » STABILITY 

AND CONTROL CHARACTERISTICS FOR AIRPLANES vais aes ITE FLIGHT. 
REGISTERED COPY NUMBER FIVE TWO re | DASH. ehote 0 SIX, 
 CLasSIFIcaT?BFS RESTOR. ren YREAND ae gBEGERWEGN azr- 


286 Nov 14 1960 
ONAUTICS LAB. mat CAL. TECH. at mnysTcagon rae PRES R 
aver 
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PAGE TWO sees 

OBTAINING AERODYNAMIC DATA AT HIGH MACH NUMBERS, CONTRACT NO. ¥ 

THREE THREE DASH ZERO THREE EIGHT AC ONE SEVEN ONE F PARENS ONE ONE FIVE 
NINE TWO PARENS, CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTIAL. ITEM (FOUR - BOOK, 
GLOSSARY OF ENGLISH AND FOREIGN LANGUAGE, PARENS CODES, SYMBOLS, PRO- 
JECT NUMBERS, ABBREVIATIONS AND TERMS PARENS, F DASH ‘DL DASH THREE DASH 
1D, RELEASED FEBRUARY NINETEEN FORTYEIGHT PREPARED BY AIR DOCUMENTS 

DIV. HDQRS. AIR MATERIEL COMMAND, WRIGHT FIELD, DAYTON, OHIO, CLASSIFIED 
RESTRICTED. ITEM(FIVE} BOOK, THE DAVID Ws TAYLOR MODEL BASIN DASH 

UeSe NAVY DASH PART I INTRODUCTION TO NON DASH LINEAR MECHANICS, DEC. 
NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, REPORT FIVE THREE FOUR PARENS TOPOLOGICAL MPTHODS . 
PARENS, CLASSIFICATION RESTRICTED. ITEM Six) BOOK, THE DAVID We TAYLOR 
MODEL BASIN DASH UsSe NAVY DASH PART II INTRODUCTION TO NON DASH LINEAR 
MECHANICS, SEPT. NINETEEN FORTYFIVE, REPORT FIVE FOUR SIX PARENS ANALY- 
TICAL METHODS PARENS, CLASSIFICATION RESTRICTED. ITEM (SEVE ~ PAMPHLET, 
BROWN UNIVERSITY TO NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS COPY NO. 
SEVEN MAY NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, REPORT OF GRAPHICAL AND ANALYTICAL METHODS 
FOR THE DETERMINATION OF A FLOW OF A COMPRESSIBLE FLUID AROUND AN OB- 
STACLE, CLASSIFICATION RESTRICTED. ITEM G@IGHD - PAMPHLET, BROWN UNIVER- 
SITY TO NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS COPY NO« SEVEN MAY 
NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, REPORT ON TVO DIMENSIONAL FLOWS OF COMPRESSIBLE 
FLUIDS, CLASSIFICATION RESTRICTED. ITEM (@IND, BOOK, DEUTSCHE FoRSC- 
HUNGSANSTALT FUR SEGELFLUG E. V. ERNST ‘UDET, Z. AT AINRING NOs THREE 

END PAGE TWOsceccccce. 





PAGE THREE scccccese 
FIVE THREE EIGHT AUGUST NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, CLASSIFICATION CONRSSENTIAL. 
ITEM(fEN)- NOTEBOOK, GUIDED MISSILES THEIR EVOLUTION AND PRINCIPLES By 
As Re WEYL, PHOTOSTATS DASH MAY NINETEEN FORTYEIGHT THRU NOV. NINETEEN 
FORTYEIGHT, NO CLASSIFICATION. ITEMCELEVEN) - PAMPHLET, GUGGENHEIM AER- 
ONAUTICS LABORATORY DASH CAL. TECH. TWO DASH DIMENSIONAL IRROTATIONAL 
MIXED SUBSONIC AND SUPERSONIC FLOW OF A COMPRESSIBLE FLUID AND THE UPPER 
CRITICAL MACH NUMBER, COPY NO. SIXTEEN, DEC.¢ NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, 
CLASSIFICATION RESTRICTED. ITENCWELVE) - PAMPHLET, CURTISS RESEARCH LAB 
AERODYNAMICS DEPT., BUFFALO, NeYs, AN APPROXIMATE CONSTRICTION CORRECT- 
TON FOR HIGH DASH SPEED CLOSED DASH THROAT WIND TUNNEL 

DATA, REPORT NO« FIVE, MARCH NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, CLASSIFICATION CONFID- 
ENTIAL. ITEM ~ PAMPHLET, BROWN UNIVERSITY TO NATIONAL AD- 
VISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS PLASTIC BUCKLING OF A RECTANGULAR PLATE 
UNDER EDGE THRUSTS, COPY NO. TWENTYSIX, MARCH NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN, CLASS 
IFICATION RESTRICTED, ITEM @OURTEED ~ PAMPHLET, GUGGENHEIM AERONAUTICAL 
LABORATORY DASH CAL. TECH. LECTURE NOTES ON HIGH TEMPERATURE MATERIAL, 
NINETEEN FORTYSIX, CLASSIFICATION RESTRICTED. ITEM GIFTEED - PAMPHLET, 
GUGGENHEIM AERONAUTICS LABORATORY DASH CAL. TECH. INVESTIGATION OF THE 
STABILITY OF THE LAMINAR BOUNDARY LAYER IN A COMPRESSIBLE FLUID, COPY 
NO. SIXTEEN, NOV. NINETEEN FORTYFOUR 3 CONTRACT NO. NAW Tivo SEVEN NINE 


FOUR, CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTIAL. ITEM GIXTEED - PAMPHLET, NAVY 
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PAGE FOUR eccascascccss , 

DEPT. BUREAU OF AERONAUTICS DASH WASHINGTON, NAVAER SM DASH TWO ONE 
STRUCTURES MEMO NO. TWENTYONE DISCUSSION OF THE THEORY oF COMPRESSIBLE 
FLUIDS AS DEVELOPED BY DR. LEONARD M. GREENE, CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTIAL 
ITEMCSEVENTEED ~ PAMPHLET, A COURSE IN JET PROPULSION GIVEN, FOR THE 
ARMED FORCES BY CAL. TECH. AERONAUTICAL DEPT. MARCH NINE DASH JUNE NINE, 
NINETEEN FORTYFOUR, CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTIAL. ITEM €icuteD, PAM- 
-PHLET, GUGGENHEIM AERONAUTICS LABORATORY DASH CAL. TECHs DASH ROCKET 
RESEARCH PROJECT THE ROCKET MOTOR AND ITS APPLICATIONS AS AN AUXILIARY 
TO THE POWER PLANTS OF CONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT, REPORT NO« THO, AUGUST 
NINETEEN THIRTYEIGHT, CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTIAL. ITEM @INETEDY - 
PAMPHLET, LECTURES I THRU IV JET PROPULSION JP, CIT, CLASSIFICATION 
RESTRICTED. ITEM(THENTD) CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS DASH CAL. TECH, 

AND JOHN HOPKINS UNIVERSITY, AND TECHNICAL DATA DASH NATIONAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS AND DR. MILLIKAN, CAL« TECH, NAVEL AIR MATERIAL 
CENTER PHILADELPHIA AND DRe MILLIKAN, CALs TECHs, CLASSIFICATION | 


‘CONFIDENTIAL AND RESTRICTED. ITEM (FVENTYOND - PAMPHLET, LECTURES VI 


THRU X, Je Pe COURSE NOTES, CIT, THERMOJETS WITHOUT MECHANICAL COMPRESS- 
ORS AEROPULSE, CLASSIFICATION SECRET. ITEM CuEnty TM, PAMPHLET, Ge D. 
MISSILES, COPY.NO. SIX, NO. SEVEN NINE AERO THE LAUNCHING oF A WINGED 
MISSILE FOR SUPERSONIC FLIGHT, APRIL NINETEEN FORTYFIVE, CLASSIFICATION 
' SECRET. TABULATION AND DETERMINATION OF CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT-S 


PAPERS WILL PROBABLY REQUIRE SEVERAL WEEKS. ~ TEMS. FIVE AND SIX REFERRED 
SS ae 
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THIS DATE TO LOCAL NAVAL baat gs oF TTEM TWENTYONE TO CAL. TECH. 
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(DATA ) . 

LO3 ANGELES-~FEDERAL AGENTS YESTERDAY SEIZED OVER 'ELGHT .CA7T? 
OF CLASSIFIED AMD UNCLASSIFIED" SCIENTIFIC WATERIAL “HICH Tit Ber oe 
MENT CHARGED YAS CONSIGNED FORS DELIVERYIN COMMUNIST CHIN, 

"a, LHE 15300-POUND SHIPMENT, CUSTOMS AGENTS SAID, WAS CRAHMEN ULTH 
oLUEPRINTS , SKETCHES, PHOTOGRAPHS, SCIENTIFIC CODES AilD NOTES Ou 
IWPHOVED TECHNIQUES IN AERONAUTICS AND MISSILES. 

| ag ACTING ASSISTANT COLLECTOR OF CUSTOHS LEO P, -POGRESA IDSNTIFEED 

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY PROFESSOR DRO HSUECSHEN T30EH AS 
CUNER OF THE CASES, HE’ HAD ROUTED THEM VIA HONGKONG FOr DELTGERY 
TO HIVSELF AT SHANGHAI, POGREBA SAID IN AN AFFIDAVIT. 
U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE BEN HARRISON ISSUED A WARRANT OF DETEiTICH!, 
AND CUSTOH3 OFFICERS TOOK’.CHARGE OF THE SHIPMENT AT A HARSOR-AREA 
WAREHOUSE, ae a 
TRTEN, 40, DENIED THERE WAS CLASSIFIED INFORMATION IN THE 30-73 
AND 3AID HE DID NOT KNOW WHY AUTHORITIES WERE “INSPECTING . THEM, 
7LT WAS HY PERSONAL PROPERTY,” SAID TSIEN, HEAD OF CALTECH ?S 
- sET PROPULSION CEWTER, "I WAS GOING To CHINA. NOU I AM HoT. 
TWAS TOLD BY THE IMMIGRATION SERVICE NOT TO GO.* pine: 
| op ASSISTANT U.Ss ATTORNEY MAX F, DEUTZ SAID*THE DETENTIO: NARRAUT 
| AID NOT INVOLVE A CRIMINAL PROCEEDING AND CALLED ONLY FOR 251-UcF 
| OF THE CASES. IT WAS SECURED UNDER PROVISIONS OF THE EXPORT COuITROL, 
fa. NEUTRALITY AND ESPIONAGE ACTS, HE.SAID,._. 
l ) 5/25 ND1002A° 3 
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To Red China Blocked. 4 
he ey ae at po 
LO§,, ANGELES, Atigi asap). 
The>.federé} government!’ has. 
blocked the’shipment‘to Commu- 
nist'China by @ Califor’ Insti- 
tute of Technology scigHtisiiof 1,- 
800 pounds of, material“vhich au- 
thorities . say -.contains + informa- 
tion relating to missiles. and air 
travel.” -¢ - Le 
A Warrant of detention was is- 
fo hall foe in fedéral’ court 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Poke FROM LOS ANGELES 25 6-07 PM Ks Arty 


DIRECTOR URGENT 
O ae See 
HSUE DASH SHEN TSIEN, ESPIONAGE DASH R. REBUTEL AUGUST TWENTYFIVE. 

‘ SURVEILLANCE OF TSIEN DISCONTINUED AUGUST TWENTYFIVE. USA TOLIN, LA, 

. f TODAY REQUESTED THIS OFFICE TO CONTINUE SURVEILLANCE OF TSIEN. HE WAS 
ADVISED THAT SURVEILLANCE DISCONTINUED on UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN INS, 
WASHINGTON, AND BUREAU, AND FURTHER PE nee PO STB Ee ONLY ON! BUREAU: 


S. ON 
REORDER « 28 G2 = DFS FL “OS's 


S, INSTRUCTIONS. No SURVEILLANCE CONTE A UACBB. 
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—_Director —— Mr. A. H. Belmont 
Mr. Tolson —_—__Mr. Laughlin 
—__.Mr. D. M. Ladd Mr. Stanley 
——_Mr. Clegg Mr. Keay 
—___Mr. Glavin __Mr. Baumgardner 
Mr. Harbo 
—__Mr. Nichols ‘"____Mr. He 
_Mr. Rosen ———Mr. 
—__Mr. Tracy ——_M 
Mr. Q. Tamm 
——Nr. Mohr —__—‘\r. Ferris 
——__Miss Gandy Foreign Service Desk 
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Miss Cuddy —___Appropriate action 

—__._Miss Roche — ____Note & return 
—____Send file 
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—____Records Section —___Re~date 
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——-Mechanical Sec. return 
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